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Driver’s Seat
BY CLIFF LEPPKE *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

MAMA fall rally 

Want to rally? I did. So did VW, journalists and 
other vehicle reps. This year’s Midwest Auto-

motive Media Association’s fall rally commenced in 
early October at Harrah’s Casino in Joliet, Ill. On 
the eve of this event, the Chicago Automobile 
Trade Association held a bash at the casino’s steak-
house — no clambake here. The CATA plugged the 
importance of the Chicago auto show for February 
2021.  

The following morning, we trekked to nearby 
Autobahn Country Club, home to a road course. 
There, carmakers lured us with an assortment of 
on-road and off-road vehicles. One attraction 
proved arresting: the Dodge Durango with police 
pack. VW’s Jerohn Anderson brought three VWs: a 
GTI, a Jetta GLI and an Arteon SEL Premium. The 
former two were track bait, while the latter let us 
sample VW’s fully decked out flagship on roads near 
the country club.  

Of course, I took the GTI and GLI for parade-style 
track laps. They were hot stuff, during the morning 
session; the wet track sidelined rear-drive Detroit 

muscle. Good for VW, but I really wanted to try the 
amped Mustang. The Arteon’s Premium trim and 
fancy sound system are aesthetically more to my lik-
ing than lower-cost SEL. Regardless, any Arteon is a 
winner. They’re relaxed cruisers. (See a review on 
Page 10.) 

One surprise was the Toyota Supra. Toyota picked 
up the tab for breakfast and used that opportunity to 
plug its sports car. It comes from a specialty car 
maker, Magna Steyr in Austria, which also builds the 
BMW Z4. Plus, the turbocharged inline six-cylinder 
BMW engine continues a Supra tradition. Finally, 
low-production vehicles, such as the Supra, are possi-
ble when companies share costs. 

First, don’t knock it! I had a blast coaxing it around 
the track. It drives a lot better than it looks. Second, 
its goofy BMW shift paddle reveals who really co-de-
veloped this ride.  

Let me focus on a few more highlights. Mercedes’ 
Ashley Gillam took me for a ride in the AMG CLS 
without starting the engine! She plied the vehicle’s 

uTURN TO PAGE 28
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A GTI awaits its turn on the Autobahn Country Club track in Joliet, Ill., part 

of the Midwest Automotive Media Association’s fall rally.  

A view of the audio system’s tone control on the new Arteon. 



Small Talk
VW + Audi at a glance

 CROSSOVER ALERT:  After the Octo-
ber rollout of the Atlas Cross 
Sport, a two-row version of the 
Atlas SUV the company released 
for the 2018 model year, VW said 
it has two more crossovers in the 
pipeline. Both will be smaller than 
the Tiguan and one will be an 
entry-level offering while the 
other would sit one step above it.  

 BATTERY CELL CENTER:  Two weeks 
after the VW premiered its new 
ID.3 electric hatchback in Septem-
ber, it launched a new battery-cell 
development center in Salzgitter, 
Germany. 
 ANOTHER RACE RECORD:  The racy 
ID.R added another record to its 
portfolio, recording the fastest 
time ever on Tianmen Mountain 
in China. The e-powered racer 

now holds the records on Pikes 
Peak, at the Goodwood Festival of 
Speed in the UK and the electric 
lap record on the Nürburgring-
Nordschleife in Germany. Watch in 
in-car video of the China drive at 
bit.ly/2MJ7RS2 
 INVESTORS ASSURED:  VW is trying 
to reassure investors that it will be 
able to turn a profit on its electric 
vehicle push. Herbert Diess, CEO 
of the VW Group, said in an inter-
view with daily la Repubblica’s 
Monday supplement A&F, “We do 
not expect a deterioration in mar-
gins. Our advantage is that all our 
brands have the same platform for 
electric products and the same 
batteries that we buy in China.” 

 NEW SCANDAL CHARGES:  In Septem-
ber, German authorities indicted 

NEW & IMPROVED

EV NEWS

4     VW AUTOIST

☯

  GOLF 8 DEBUT:   The eighth-
generation Golf, a 2020 
model, made its European 
debut in late October in 
Wolfsburg. VW has added a 
futuristic look to the up-
date, with dimensions 
barely  changed: It’s slightly 
stretched and slightly lower than its predecessor, and its drag coefficient 
drops to below 0.28. Though VW says the GTI and Golf R versions have 
been confirmed for North America — expected to be available next year  
— the regular Golf is still under consideration. 

current VW CEO Herbert Diess, 
VW Chairman Hans Dieter Poetsch 
and former CEO Martin Win-
terkorn with stock-market manip-
ulation. The three are accused of 
being too slow to inform investors 
about their findings that VW 
cheated on its diesel emissions 
software. 

 DWI SAFETY MEASURE:  In federal 
legislation backed by Mothers 
Against Drunk Driving, automak-
ers would be required to build 
cars and trucks with passive detec-
tion systems that prevent the vehi-
cle from operating if the driver is 
impaired. 

 ID.3:  VW’s ID.3 EV hatchback has 
earned its first trophy from the 
UK’s media, being presented with 
carwow’s Most Wanted Award at 
the car-buying website’s annual 
ceremony in London. 

 NEW WEBSITE:  VW is rolling out a 
new global website, now available 
in 24 countries. In time, the site 
will present content and offerings 
with respect to models, services, 
configuration, test drives, financ-
ing, used cars and many other 
items on a single platform. 

AWARDS

COMPANY NEWS

SAFETY FIRST 

DIESEL SCANDAL



 NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2009:  VW of America has 
launched its own smartphone-optimized mobile web-
site. The site is compatible with all web-enabled cell-
phones and mobile devices. Instead of doing research 
about a new Volkswagen from home, potential owners 
can now find a vehicle they’re interested in while on the 
way to their dealership. If they have any questions be-
fore they arrive, the dealer’s number is just a click away.  
 NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 2009:  The cash for clunkers pro-
gram — an effort to boost an economy in crisis — 
wasn’t just a hit in the U.S. A similar program in Ger-
many was a wild success, with the equivalent of $7.1 
billion being used to encourage almost 2 million mo-
torists to scrap their old car for a new one. 

 NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 1999:  Take a look at VW’s new 
concept car, aimed at attracting traditional business cus-
tomers and buyers of sporting luxury cars. The V-10 di-
rect injection diesel-powered concept with a biturbo unit 
produces 313 hp at 4,000 
rpm. More evidence 
that this vehicle 
isn’t your fa-
ther’s Beetle: 
The door han-
dles are virtually flush with their panels and they deploy 
automatically — triggered by a heat sensor — when a 
person’s hand comes within a few inches. 

 NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 1989:  Will the Beetle ever die? 
More than 21 million have been built, and no end is in 
sight. Production at VW’s plant in Mexico has been in-
creased from 100 to 200 daily because of growing de-
mand. By next year, production will be boosted to 450 a 

day. No, the U.S. won’t be getting any of the new Bugs. 

 NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 1979:  Volkswagen’s research, 
partly aided by the German government, is working on 
projects aimed at fuel conservation. A Rabbit (Golf)-based 
three-cylinder diesel-powered vehicle, equipped with a 
transmission that permits free-wheeling seems to be the 
most promising, with some definite possibilities to be in-
corporated in production models of the 1990s.       
 NOVEMBER / DECEMBER 1979:  With members of the Front-
Driver club assimilated into the VWCA, one member 
wrote: “The AUTOIST magazine seems to be quite informa-
tive and expertly done. I am certain I will enjoy it. I own a 
1971 Karmann Ghia and a 1977 four-door Dasher (Pas-
sat), both bought new. Love them. Sincerely, Harold Lev-
ings, Jacksonville, Fla.”  

 NOVEMBER 1969:  Three 1969 VWCA tour flights to Ger-
many went fairly smoothly. About 460 people flew with 
us. The summer flight, our first ever, was the only one not 
quite full and therefore the price was a little high. Aboard 
the New York September flight, Pan Am had a few prob-
lems, but the Lufthansa flight out of Cleveland was OK. 

 NOVEMBER 1959:  Next time you’re in mud up to your 
hubs with a slipping clutch and you reach for the VW 
Emergency Service List, think of Marie Hitchcock and be 
grateful. The list includes the names of VW owners, par-
ticularly those in remote areas where dealers are far be-
tween, who have volunteered to turn out night or day to 
help others in distress. A 5-foot-5 blonde with blue eyes, 
Miss Hitchcock lives at 28 Sheffield Ave., Englewood, 
N.J., and that’s where you write her to submit your name 
for the list.

Retro Autoist
From the VWCA archives 

10 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO
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By Richard G. VanTreuren *rgvant@juno.com

W
hat are you, dense? Perhaps you have 
also suppressed the impulse to shout 
that (or something worse) at some 

driver who has mastered the intricacies of his 
iPhone but hasn’t figured out the operation his 
car’s turn signal. However, the subject here is en-
ergy density, rather than any short-circuits be-
tween earbuds.  

The energy we consume in our VWs is dense, 
that is to say, tightly packed. Not so dense as, 
say, dynamite, but more dense than, say, natural 
gas. Both of those could be used as propellants, 
though they would require a somewhat different 
apparatus than we find under a VW’s hood. 
NASA’s term “storable propellants” evokes the 
convenience idea, i.e. carry your energy in a 

bucket, rather than a pressure vessel, or vacuum-
jacketed tank, to preserve cryogenic tempera-
tures.  

Once our civilization built the enormous, ex-
pensive and environment-challenging infrastruc-
ture to harvest crude oil, we produce and 
distribute energy-packed liquid fuels we can 
pump out of an underground holding facility 
into our cars’ storage tanks with the assurance it 
will sit there for months, if necessary, until we’re 
ready to use it.  

We also have liquid petroleum (LP), offering 
indefinite storage time if kept under pressure, 
even on a hot summer day. There are those who 
power their automobiles with LP and even lique-
fied natural gas (LNG), because when allowed to 

AS EVs CHARGE AHEAD, WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO 

HYDROGEN POWER?
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evaporate into the intake, the in-
ternal combustion engine purrs 
right along on them. The motor 
cares not that the fuel storage tank 
has to be much larger for accept-
able range. 

Another energy carrier is hydro-
gen. Nature’s simplest and most 
abundant element, it is also the 
least dense. My younger self is 
standing in front of one of BMW’s 
liquid hydrogen-powered 7-series 
sedans similar to those that 
crossed the US in a demo drive. To 
increase its energy-density to auto-
mobile-practical levels, H2 must 
also be either highly compressed 
or liquefied, because as of yet 
we’ve not put enough effort into 
devising a practical method to oth-
erwise keep large volumes of the fast-moving atoms 
contained. 

Though that car was parked in front of Munich’s 
Deutsches Museum nearly 20 years ago, there was 
still hope that such cars, built on existing internal-
combustion engine assembly lines, could enter the 
marketplace and eliminate greenhouse gas emis-
sions. (Of course, heating air in any combustion 
chamber produces laughing gas, but that’s not a 
greenhouse gas.) The bugaboo with LH2 is its storage 
tank took up much of the trunk, because like LNG, its 
bang for the cubic foot is a lot less than gasoline. And 
there’s the problems of LH2 wanting to return to 
room temperature, as well as its production and dis-
tribution. 

 
VW’s role in hydrogen power  

VW has shown a token number of hydrogen-pow-
ered cars using electricity-generating fuel cells. (Any-
one remember our Central Florida club hosting 
“2001: A VW Odyssey” across from the Kennedy 
Space Center? VWoA ignored my pleas to bring the 
Bora HyMotion car to the convention, in spite of 
nearby fill-up facilities.) I still have the February 
2001 press release explaining that the Bora’s 50 liters 

of LH2 fuel is the equivalent of 12 
liters of gasoline. This line of pub-
lic relations waxed and waned 
over the years. The photo on the 
previous page shows one of the 
last token efforts, a 2014 Golf 
SportWagen and its fuel cell, 
shown at the Los Angeles Auto 
Show, which also featured a Passat 
with similar gear. The hydrogen 
was stored in four carbon fiber 
tanks at a pressure of 700 bar 
(10,150 psi) that could be refilled 
in about three minutes, enabling a 
driving range of 310 miles. 

Both were undergoing testing at 
the time on streets in California. 

Fast-forward to the diesel emis-
sions scandal, in which at least 
eight current or former VW execu-

tives have been charged with various crimes, and the 
automotive consumer has been convinced that writ-
ing software to deceive emissions testing is compara-
ble to Three Mile Island or the Exxon Valdez. (I have 
yet to see the most creative bureaucrat explain how a 
vehicle squeezing 50 miles out of a gallon of diesel 
could possibly be emitting unacceptably higher levels 
of nitrogen oxide than one wallowing along at 20 
mpg, let alone comparing their carbon footprints.) 

Nonetheless, as thousands of VW’s former wonder 
cars sat parked in holding lots, waiting for their 
emissions software to be rectified, the company 
needed to reinvent itself to survive. So, are we put-
ting the ultra-clean HyMotion into production fi-
nally? Nope.  

Jerohn Anderson, product communications special-
ist for VWoA, told the AUTOIST he recalls working 
with the parent company in 2014 on the HyMotion 
vehicles. 

But “the focus of future products has shifted to e-
mobility, obviously,” Anderson said in an email. “Elec-
trification is in the forefront, however the development 
of fuel cell technology has not been abandoned by VW.  
There are not any imminent plans or products in the 
queue, but the tech is still being developed for » 

Richard VanTreuen poses with a BMW liquid 

hydrogen-powered 7-series sedan two 

decades ago. 
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HYDROGEN
consideration.”  

Last summer VWAG published an 
exhaustive comparison of hydrogen 
vs. electric-powered vehicles in a 
study by Horváth & Partners, an in-
dependent, internationally operating 
management consulting company. 
The six-month study concluded that 
hydrogen-powered e-cars are not 
only more expensive than battery-
powered vehicles to purchase, but 
also more expensive to operate.  

In its report of the study, VWAG 
concluded that fuel cell e-cars have 
many advantages (range, fast refuel-
ing, no heavy battery on board), but 
one decisive disadvantage: it is com-
paratively inefficient — both in 
terms of efficiency and cost — if the 
H2 is generated by electrolysis. Life-cycle carbon 
footprints of the two’s entire life cycles were not 
compared, rather difficult when both the H2 and the 
charging electricity can be generated in many ways. 

So the face of VW’s re-invention is the cute proto-
type ID. Buzz, seen earlier this year in commercials 
and print ads.  

I have nothing against a battery powered option. I 
was excited as anyone when VW’s lineup was to in-
clude gas, diesel, GTI and e-Golfs. Remember the fel-
low who brought his electric Beetle to one of our 
VWCA conventions up north? His handiwork had 
produced street-savvy transportation from a gaggle 
of Walmart batteries, a DC motor and controller 
rigged to what had been the gas pedal.  

Practical? Possibly, at least for short trips around 
the neighborhood. Likewise, the e-Golf makes perfect 
sense for some customers. Reported Tesla battery-
based fires are probably no more frequent than a like 
number of fossil-fuel cars. 

Specialty shops are said to be doing good business 
converting older VWs to electrics, and even the fac-
tory has shown a few. But folks who may be rushing 
to the showrooms to see the ID. Buzz shown in the 

commercials will be crestfallen to learn it is not yet 
in production. Where is our cute, supposedly inex-
pensive alternative to the pedestrian-looking Tesla 
Model 3 that they have heard VW promise for “mil-
lions, not millionaires?” VW says you’ll have to wait 
until 2022.  

Even if and when affordable, attractive and avail-
able, the larger question is, where do I plug it in? VW 
has promised more billions to join others in building 
charging stations everywhere, not just in areas where 
Teslas are found. (Hopefully, common ground for the 
charging mechanism can be agreed on — it’s any-
thing but standard right now — as our Cliff Leppke 
found during his recent test.)  

 
Energy levels will persist   

However, even after we run extension cords all 
over the planet, how the required energy is produced 
will not change. In the short run, these billions of 
dollars will accomplish nothing more then move the 
pollution back to the coal-fired, natural gas and nu-
clear plants that can charge batteries overnight, pro-
vided you invest in a home charger.  

Sure, we can imagine billions more expended for 

Hydrogen power shown under the hood of a Golf SportWagen, which debuted at the Los An-

geles Auto Show in 2014. 
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turbines in windy areas 
and more yet to tie up 
acreage for solar farms 
that don’t catch fire. 
(One of the three towers 
at a 3,500-acre solar 
farm in the Mojave 
Desert associated with 
NRG Energy caught fire 
in May, caused by mir-
rors that did not track 
the sun properly. Wal-
mart and Amazon have 
reported fires involving 
Tesla-produced solar 
panels.)  We can hope 
Lockheed will continue 
to make progress to bring to market its fusion reac-
tor, which would generate electricity by using heat 
from nuclear fusion reactions.  

We can even dream there will be some break-
through in “high temperature” superconductors that 
will greatly reduce the power wasted in just getting it 
from production to consumption — if not disobeying 
Ohm’s law, then bending it a little. After all that, 
we’ll feel better that we are not just moving the pol-
lution to a different area. Sadly, even all of that won’t 
change the reality of battery limitations. 

Batteries — chemical storage boxes that can hold a 
supplied electrical charge until needed — simply 
cannot offer the energy density to which we have 
grown accustomed. That’s not just for those afford-
able lead-acid golf cart batteries, but also the most 
expensive Panasonic lithium batteries Tesla buys for 
its packs. The newly announced union of Ford, VW 
and autonomous-driving software company Argo AI 
will share electric car technology — but not a break-
through battery. Nor are batteries ever going to give 
us the energy density to which we’ve been spoiled, 
even those in advanced testing under way today.  

To explain, we fast-forward to the aircraft indus-
try’s progress in this arena. We have already seen 
money-is-no-object battery-powered flying taxis in 
prototype. Yet even along this expensive cutting 
edge, we see doubts about charging times, long term 

life (how many full-power charging cycles?), and 
other worries.  

Aerospace is already moving on — because it can. 
Press release headline: “Hydrogen engine maker Plug 
Power is acquiring Montreal-based EnergyOr, a man-
ufacturer of ultralight hydrogen fuel cells.” It says 
that unmanned aerial vehicles powered by EnergyOr 
fuel cells can extend the duration of their missions 
“by a factor of two to four times compared with vehi-
cles powered by lithium-ion batteries.” No idle boast.  

South Korean liquid hydrogen specialist MetaVista  
demonstrated a record-breaking 10-hour, 50-minute 
multi-copter test flight using a 650W Intelligent En-
ergy fuel cell. MetaVista used 390g of liquid H2 in a 
specially designed cylinder. MetaVista has developed 
the ultra lightweight storage tank. MetaVista says its 
liquid H2 system with the IE 650W FCPM system pro-
vides a significant 1,865Wh/kg energy density. 

So the circle connects us back to VW’s Bora HyMo-
tion and other zero-emission fuel cell cars that were 
ready 20 years ago. (And that’s not to mention 
BMW’s piston and Mazda’s rotary ultra-low emission 
H2 cars.) What a crying shame. The same billions 
that will be expended building the battery-support 
system would have gone a long way toward building 
the locally based infrastructure needed for com-
pletely weaning us off fossil fuels. No more fighting 

uTURN TO PAGE 33
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2019 ARTEON

O
nce upon a time, VW built a humble looking 
car. It became an avatar for sensible, economi-
cal transportation. That changed. When the 

Karmann Ghia arrived at VW dealers in the mid-
1950s, showrooms turned into high-fashion meccas. 
The KG’s Italianate body looked Ferrari fast, elegant 
and expensive. It wasn’t quick, certainly, but was for-
ever stylish and relatively pricey.  

For 2019, your VW dealer offers a new stylish halo 
car, the Arteon. It’s a four-door coupe-like vehicle 
with rear liftgate. It lets those of us with fewer auto-
motive bucks dress well, aping the Mercedes CLS or 
Audi A7. In this sense it replaces VW’s low-roof CC.   

VW’s Arteon impresses the eyes. A full-width grille 

integrates neatly into the effective LED headlamps 
and signature LED daytime running lights. It looks 
like a Kabuki mask after a Bauhaus makeover. Its 
knee-low hood meets European pedestrian safety re-
quirements via two special pop-up struts and articu-
lated hinges. The massive clamshell lid wraps over 
the front fenders, forming front-wheel arches.   

Compared with today’s toothy BMW grilles, which 
ape a 1951 Buick, this VW’s face seems restrained yet 
functional. It’s sanitary, too. This theme repeats itself 
on from the roof to the rocker panels. It doesn’t share 
its skin with another VW sedan. This lets its fastback 
form look like an integrated whole, although the 
longish wheelbase (5 inches longer than the CC) 

PINNACLE OF PANACHE
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makes the midsection seem 
stretched. These additional inches 
mean more rear legroom for 
those who duck under the rakish 
roof. And there’s surprisingly 
good headroom too.  

The liftback, like a late 1970s 
VW Dasher, opens up an expan-
sive loading vista. VW carpeted 
this space with a premium rug, 
and even the space below the 
trunk floor and the spare tire well 
is carpeted. Few new vehicles put 
this much class at their backs. 

Contemplate the Arteon’s fabri-
cation. It’s time well spent. 
Frameless side glass looks smart. 
Panel alignment rivals a Dior cre-
ation. Character lines and the straked hood produce 
gem-like surfacing, as if it came from Harry Winston. 
There’s even an analogue-style clock punctuating the 
dashboard’s horizontal band of Venetian-like vent 
blinds with lighted thumbwheels. These let you regu-
late air flow. Sorry, the vents aren’t billet metal, 
which would have really set this thing apart. 

The Arteon evokes the Ghia’s spirit in another 
manner; it’s sporty, but not a sports sedan. A pity. But 
it is a marvelous grand touring machine transporting 
you at a quick clip on highways and byways. There 
are 268 turbocharged ponies under this car’s bonnet. 
My tester routed those stallions via an eight-speed 
automatic to the wheels via 4Motion all-wheel-drive.  

When prodded, those equine posers are gruff. 
Power is certainly adequate. At 3,854 pounds,  this 
machine motors confidently with dignified compo-
sure. At the press of a button you can recalibrate 
shock damping and steering effort, plus you can 
move the shift lever into sport mode too. I cus-
tomized this rig for heavier sport-mode steering with 
normal shock damping, as the 245/45R18 Continen-
tal ProContacts clop quite rudely in sport.  

For those expecting a limo-like Golf R, you’ll be 
disappointed. Although the Arteon shares the R’s 
MQB toolkit, providing a more engaging motoring 
experience than our American Passat, the Arteon’s 

eight-speed automatic is as sudsy as Tide. It doesn’t 
have the urgency of the DSG. That’s fine for those 
who can afford VW’s designer duds. 

The all-season Conti tires steer precisely enough. 
The driving position, atop Nappa leather-clad 
thrones with ample thigh support, is low. It, like a 
Ghia, feels like a  sports car. The Arteon, however, 
pushes when things get twisty. It’s competent but not 
racy. The tires don’t bite. Body motions are well 
snubbed and body roll is modest. And it threads 
through urban/suburban routes deftly too. But it’s 
not frisky, begging you to find a nearby racetrack. 

But you’ll want to drive it great distances to such 
locales. The engine loafs at about 1,850 at 70 mph. 
And the Arteon ambulates predictably, as if it knows 
the road better than you. It’s also whispers with 
barely any wind rush. Thus, you’ll feel like you’re 
going slower than the speedometer says. 

Duck in. Reside within its dashing decor, a tick up 
the luxury motoring ladder. Two front power adjust-
ing seals provide equal rights (same height, lumbar 
and backrest adjustments). Their kinked pleats, 
which echo the grille, are supportive and comfy. 
Chilled seats require a step-up in VW’s trim tree. 

The $42,790 SEL sports midcentury-modern Sheer 
Look has wood-tone inlays with thin bezel surrounds. 
They look real. The SEL Premium sports metallic » 
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inlays. An 8-inch touchscreen with volume and tun-
ing knobs inhabits the center stack, soft-touch mate-
rials cover the dash, door cards and several other 
spots and plastic graining looks Teutonic. Carpeted 
door cubbies, a flocked glovebox with CD player, and 
a few USB or 12-volt ports address modern necessi-
ties. CarPlay and Android Auto are included. Plus, 
there’s a phone tray ahead of the shift lever.  

The headliner’s cloth covering extends to the A and 
B pillars. My tester’s left C pillar cover didn’t meet 
the rear compartment’s panel perfectly.  

VW’s bright digital cockpit presents driving info 
like a Best Buy TV 
showroom. But you 
must wend yourself 
into the infotain-
ment screen menu 
in order to tweak in-
strument brightness. 
Knob please. Con-
venience items in-
clude self-folding 
mirrors, a driver’s 
seat with memory. It 
automatically slides 
back to aid 
egress/exit.  

You’d think this 
VW would share the 
Audi’s clever navigation. It doesn’t. An Audi Q3 
found my storage condo, whereas the Arteon got tied 
up asking for a cross street. I didn’t know to say State 
Road 57 rather than Highway 57. Press the climate 
control fan knob’s menu button and the infotainment 
screen displays air route graphics. 

Driver assist also varies from the Q3, which is 
priced about the same as the Arteon. The Arteon has 
radar cruise control whereas Q3 has lane departure 
warning.  

The SEL’s standard multi-speaker sound system of-
fers good stereo effects, but the sound stage is a tad 
low. Ambient lighting extends from the front doors to 
the rear doors, adding to aft compartment’s sense of 

upward mobility.  
The aft pew, unlike the CC, when it first arrived, 

offers designated center seating position —adults 
may apply — perfect for child seats. This section’s 
backrest panel folds opening up room for long items 
like skis or gutters from the hardware store. It’s like a 
40/20/40 folding seat. Rear headroom is pretty good 
as VW scooped out a few extra mm above by keeping 
the sunroof short and placing the overhead lighting 
forward as well. The back has face vents.  

Trunk’s liftgate has one stout pull-down handle. 
You flip the rear VW logo (old style logo) to release 

it. I found the lift-
gate’s effort high, 
pining for a self-
opening door you 
get with Premium 
trim. 

Fuel economy 
crested at 26.5 mpg 
overall. It’s EPA 
rated 20 city, 27 
highway and 23 
combined. Fair for 
an all-wheel-drive 
machine with a mill 
churning-recom-
mended but not re-
quired premium 

fuel. One highway trek spat out 28 mpg. 
Trimmings: VW held back on some of the usual 

embellishments such as chrome tipped window 
switches. The rear bumper’s chrome tailpipe outlets, 
surprise, are indeed outlets.  

Compared with the Buick (Opel) liftback, the Ar-
teon appears better trimmed and more smoothly 
powered. It doesn’t have the Kia Stinger’s track 
prowess, however. While the Arteon certainly looks 
swank, one wonders whether it sets itself apart from, 
say, a Honda Accord, Hyundai Sonata or Ford Fusion. 
All now sport fastback rooflines. So, the Arteon’s sexy 
shape isn’t the only game in town. Nevertheless, it’s 
VW’s pinnacle of panache. VWCA

2019 ARTEON

Opening the Arteon’s liftgate reveals yawning trunk space.
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VWCLUB.ORG GETS AN UPGRADE
B

y the time you read this, it is anticipated that the 
VWCA’s new website will have been launched. The 

new site is built on a different platform, offering 
greater security, and it is now “mobile-friendly,” which 
comes with the benefit of a higher rating from search 
engines. In addition, the registration and login process 
has been greatly simplified, making it much easier for 
members to access all the new features. 

If you are a regular visitor, you will notice some sub-
tle changes, but we have maintained most of the famil-
iar features – just perhaps in different locations. 

 A new tab, ABOUT US, has been added, where you 
will find information about our club’s history, local 
chapters and a pathway to message the club’s manage-
ment staff. If you are logged in, you can renew your 
membership here; the JOIN option is shown to those 
not logged in. 

The tabs for AUTOIST, EVENT LIST, FRIENDS OF 
THE CLUB and STORE are much like the previous site, 
but visitors are encouraged to explore these to become 
accustomed to some minor changes. 

The ARCHIVES tab will lead to our photo gallery, 
past Cyber Seat posts, a GENERAL BOARD for posting 
your tips, inquiries and information, and other useful 
links. Remember that all of Cliff Leppke’s Cyber Seat 

posts are archived here, so you can get caught up at 
any time. The separate CLASSIFIEDS tab is new, mak-
ing the ads more visible to unfamiliar visitors and in-
creasing the exposure of our advertisers. 

Website registration is much simpler than before. 
Only a few pieces of information are needed for the site 
to recognize a member. Even if you are already a regu-
lar visitor to the previous version of the website, you 
will still need to register again on the new site. Just 
click on the WEBSITE REGISTER tab, fill out the form 
and you’ll be on your way. Be sure to observe the ac-
ceptable characters for user names and passwords as 
noted on the Registration screen. If you need the com-
plete registration process instruction sheet, contact us 
at VWClub@aol.com and we’ll email it to you. 

Once you are logged in, you can . . . 
• See members-only prices for merchandise in our 

Club Store 
• View the entire AUTOIST online and print extra 

copies of a special article, Club Store order form or Bal-
lot 

• Renew your membership using the ABOUT US tab 
Enjoy visiting our website and feel free to contact us 

with your comments and suggestions at  
VWClub@aol.com. VWCA
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W
e all adjust our undergarments. You can dis-
cretely unbunch your junk or just grab and 
adjust. Carmakers do the same thing; they 

routinely construct key models utilizing what they 
call architectures and toolkits. For premium brands, 
they sometimes to go Hanes rather than Saxx Kinetic.  

Audi’s new Q3 compact crossover rides atop VW’s 
MQB platform, the Golf’s transverse-engine chassis. 
Look carefully at the Q3’s Hungarian-made machine’s 
wheelbase and you’ll see it’s identical to the Euro-
pean MQB-based short-wheelbase VW Tiguan. So, 
we know whose underwear is under there. Unlike 
the Lexus UX 200, which cannot hide its Toyota 
Corolla underpinnings, the Q3 elevates the art of au-
tomotive tailoring. 

Examine the S Line’s pumpkin-spice orange Alcan-
tara suede-like interior embellishments — the stuff 

wraps from the rear doors through the dashboard. It 
adds whimsy to the techno-Teutonic interior environ. 
Ingolstadt, therefore, did much more than rebadge a 
VW. The Q3 has the four-ring brand’s signature fit 
and finish.  

Audi’s Q3 Cinderella story is more than skin deep. 
It’s motivated by an all-wheel-drive go train with 
four-cylinder 228-hp turbo engine (ripped from the 
GTI), and an eight-speed automatic transmission 
with Drive Select. The latter lets you adjust shock 
damping and steering effort. In dynamic, the steering 
is quick with good road sense and feedback. Seventh 
and eighth cogs keep engine rpm low, about 1,500 at 
60 mph and 1,850 at 70 mph. Audi’s onboard nan-
nies warn you to stop straddling the centerline. The 
pre-collision system pulls the brake pedal and sounds 
an alert, when vehicles in front of you suddenly slow. 

By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

2019 AUDI Q3 S LINE QUATTRO

HEIGHT DONE RIGHT
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Bugs smashed on the Q3’s front sensors caused 
the forward warning system to shut down.  

The automatic usually shuffles through cogs 
like a card shark. At low speeds, say, pulling 
out of a parking lot, the turbo and tranny seem 
indolent or rambunctious. A satisfyingly me-
chanical engine note greets your right foot. A 
sport shift program ups the fun. Paddle shifters 
let you orchestrate motion as you like. 

I netted 25 mpg overall with 28 on one high-
way trip. The twin-cam, direct injection with 
start/stop, which reduces idling emissions, en-
gine drinks regular grade. Feed it premium for 
more bark. The EPA numbers are 19 mpg city, 
27 highway and 22 combined. 

The Q3 wears sensible clothes. It’s a two-box 
crossover with slightly raked rear liftgate. The grille 
is wide, though. That’s a German epidemic. Have you 
seen the toothy single-frame grille BMW 7-Series? 
The S Line Q3 has effective LED headlights and fog 
lamps. Squinty LED taillamps and bright metal ac-
cents surround windows. Audi color keys exterior 
skirting. 

Inside, four adults savor Audi’s exquisitely trimmed 
cabin. The 12-way power leather-trimmed front high 
chairs offer good support. Interior door release levers 
let you operate them with either hand. Sweet. The 
backseat slides and reclines. It’s a good compromise 
between supportive seating and fold-flat for stowage. 
The middle perch is for kids only. Both front and rear 
riders get 12-volt outlets and USB ports. Those in 

back get face vents, too. Kick your foot under the 
rear bumper and the liftgate opens. The cargo floor is 
height adjustable. A road bike fits with both wheels 
on, although I had to remove the rear seatbacks’ 
headrests to expand cargo room.  

Survey the dashboard. You’ll notice Audi banished 
its familiar switches and replaced them with a wide 
glossy black surface echoing the grille’s shape. In-
stead of the usual rotary headlight control, you get 
pushbuttons. Instrument panel brightness is adjusted 
via an 8.8-inch touchscreen menu. That touch-
screen’s icons are easy to learn. Tuning the radio, 
however, is a chore. There’s a volume control near 
the start button, though. Steering thumbwheels are 
perfectly placed and duplicate some touchscreen 
functions. Press the speak button and you can enter 
an address, make a call or tune the radio. And the 
touchscreen is a scratchpad. Write on it; predictive 
software deciphers what you’ve scribbled. It pulled 
up the Google map, which helped me find a business 
hidden in an industrial park.   

The Q3 starts at $36,995. Add 20-inch wheels, 
Bang & Olufsen sound system, navigation package, 
premium plus package with lane departure warning, 
park sense warning, phone charging box and a sport 
pack with three-spoke multifunction steering wheel 
and the tab grows: $44,990. They say good things 
come in small packages. This one is as small as an 
Audi crossover gets. It’s height done right. VWCA

A view of Audi’s new-look dashboard.

The Q3’s ample cargo area.
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A
utomakers continue to tease about the in-
evitability of self-driving vehicles. And while 
that reality appears to be years away, we can 

get a feel for the future thanks to some of the driver-
assist options available on today’s models.  

They include Adaptive Cruise Control, Blind Spot 
Monitor, Brake Assist, Lane Assist, Park Assist, Park 
Distance Control and Rear View Camera, as VW de-
scribes them for our 2017 Passat.  

This model, designated an SE With Technology 
(some, but not all), comes with those features except 
for the one that alerts you to an unintentional veer-
ing out of your lane, a valuable tool to deter drowsi-
ness or distracted driving; or the one that parks your 
car for you.  

I’ve grown to rely on the blind spot monitor, park 

distance control and the rear view camera while ap-
preciating the rare times when brake assist kicked in 
after I failed to see an oncoming vehicle or simply 
didn’t respond quickly enough to a slowing driver 
ahead. But those features are meant to work only for 
a few seconds at a time. The feature I’ve grown to 
enjoy the most is adaptive cruise control, or ACC, 
whose value stands out on any medium- to long-haul 
over an interstate highway.  

Though ACC, which works between 20 and 95 
mph, isn’t all that complicated, VW fills nearly 10 
pages of its owner’s manual with in-the-weeds detail 
and warnings of the potential dangers of its use.  

“As a driver,” the manual awkwardly warns, “you 
must control the speed and the distance to other ve-
hicles under some circumstances. If that is necessary, 

By Fred Ortlip *VWAutoist@mindspring.com

CRUISE-O-MATIC
ACC lets your car do some of the driving itself
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the system requests the driver to take over using a vi-
sual and audible warning in the instrument cluster 
display, even if the vehicle can be braked by an active 
braking maneuver.”  

In plainer English, the radar unit behind the front 
VW logo will automatically adjust your speed to the 
vehicle you’re following, but if that fellow is slowing 
rapidly, for example, while headed for an exit ramp, 
you might get an angry jolt from the automatic brak-
ing function, a potential danger if someone is follow-
ing too closely. Not to mention making you feel 
stupid for having your car brake sharply for no ap-
parent reason.   

Or, if traffic is slowing rapidly ahead of you, say for 
a lane closure, the ACC may not decelerate quickly 
enough because its braking power is only 30 percent 
of the car’s maximum.   

VW’s system offers five speed-dependent distances, 
described as Very Close, Close, Medium, Far and Very 
Far. The default setting is Medium, and when I first 
started using ACC, I assumed Medium was a buffer 
you’d typically maintain at interstate speeds. (Re-
member the old rule of thumb of allowing one car 
length for every 10 mph you’re traveling?)  

 
What’s the optimal distance setting?  

But Medium is a bridge too far. In one of my ear-
lier experiences with Medium, I was stuck in a long 
line of cars in the fast lane waiting for a straggler to 
get over while noting the ridiculous amount of pave-
ment between me and the car ahead. Of course, the 
guy behind me was on my bumper, probably grinding 
his gears for my unintended dawdling.  

In lighter traffic, Medium can slow you down and 
you may not even notice. You might approach a car 
ahead at the same speed and find yourself maintain-
ing a too comfortable distance only to realize after a 
while that he’s going several mph slower. He was 
going as fast as you but slowed for some reason, 
probably because he wasn’t using cruise control — or 
just needed to send a text message and was being 
extra careful.  

So I’ve experimented with the other options and 
come to the conclusion that Close is close enough to 
the old rule-of-thumb distance. When highway traffic 

is on the light side, Very Close works because you’re 
typically never That Close to the car ahead to be in 
danger. Very Close works well when you’re approach-
ing a slower vehicle and another car is about to pass 
you. This way, you’re able to maintain your momen-
tum rather than being slowed needlessly.  

The buffer differences can be changed quickly with 
a push of the central button and either the plus or 
minus saddle buttons.  

Another ACC feature I’ve appreciated is its ability 
to know that a faster car cutting in closer than nor-
mal doesn’t activate my brake. It knows the passing 
car is traveling faster and will pull away to a safe dis-
tance (unless it doesn’t, of course).  

The ACC radar is very good at distinguishing the 
difference between a car in your lane or an adjacent 
lane. Although VW warns that using ACC on a curve 
could cause the radar to ping a car in the wrong lane 
and activate the automatic brake, that’s never hap-
pened to me, perhaps because of shorter distance op-
tions I prefer.  

I’ve learned to take advantage of the ACC buttons 
on the steering wheel to limit any automatic braking. 
Cancel and Resume are helpful in situations when 
you’re approaching a slow line of traffic. Cancel the 
ACC and coast, then tap Resume when you’re close 
to your typical buffer distance. And while you’re in 
the slow lane awaiting faster cars to pass, tap Cancel, 
merge into the fast lane and Resume.  

When I’m in the fast lane and the car in the slow 
lane is going only 2 or 3 mph slower, I use the Plus 
button as my “Indycar push to pass” feature to get 
past more quickly. Or when someone is barreling be-
hind me and I need to speed up while passing a 
slower car. No need to nudge the right foot unless a 
quick speedup is required.   

Headed down a steep hill? To avoid engine brak-
ing, Cancel, coast and eventually Resume.  

The Minus button will slow you as well in 1 mph 
increments, but it’s often easier to select Cancel (and 
coast) then Resume when you’re ready to cruise 
again.  

As with driving in any kind of traffic, paying atten-
tion is paramount. ACC gives you an extra excuse to 
stay alert while kicking back to enjoy the ride. VWCA



 

UTAH 
SALT LAKE CITY: STRONG VW, 1070 S. MAIN ST., 801-596-2200, 
P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 

VIRGINIA 
FAIRFAX: FAIRFAX IMPORTS, 11050 MAIN ST., 703-273-6700, 
P-15 A-15 L-15 AC 
VIENNA: STOHLMAN VW, 8433 LEESBURG PIKE, 703-893-2990, 
P-20 

WASHINGTON 
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VW, 2200 IOWA ST., 360-734-5230, 
P-25 A-25 L-10 

SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-
3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 

WEST VIRGINIA 
PARKERSBURG: LARRY SIMMONS VW, 1710 14TH ST., 304-485-
5451 

WISCONSIN 
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VW OF MADISON, 1430 N. STOUGHTON 
ROAD, 608-241-5201, P-10 A-10 
MILWAUKEE: VW OF MILWAUKEE NORTH, 1400 W. SILVER 
SPRING DR., 414-290-1400 

CALIFORNIA 
BURLINGAME: AUDI BURLINGAME, 1010 CADILLAC WAY, 650-
348-0111 

CONCORD: AUDI CONCORD, 1300 CONCORD AVE., 925-771-
2888 
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VW, 9776 W. STOCKTON BLVD., 916-
405-2650 
SANTA MONICA: SANTA MONICA AUDI, 1020 SANTA MONICA 
BLVD, 866-982-5667, P-10 L-10 A-10 
WEST COVENA: PENSKE AUDI WEST COVINA, 2016 E. GARVEY 
AVE. SOUTH, 626-384-3400 

GEORGIA 
MARTINEZ: GERALD JONES VW/AUDI, 4022 WASHINGTON RD., 
706-228-6900 INDIANA 

ILLINOIS 
CHERRY VALLEY: LOU BACHRODT VW, 7070 CHERRYVALE N. 
BLVD., 815-332-3000 
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Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them whenever 

possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy you. 

Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership cards. Dis-

counts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means a 15 percent dis-

count on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent discount on labor. AC 

means dealers service air-cooled VWs.  

Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it might 

be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST and VWCA membership card when  

requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB 

VW DEALERS
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SUPPORT THE DEALERS  
WHO SUPPORT VWCA

INDIANA 
EVANSVILLE: D-PATRICK, 200 N. GREEN RIVER RD., 812-473-
6500 

IOWA 
DAVENPORT: VW OF QUAD CITIES, 3700 HARRISON ST., 563-
386-1511 

MISSOURI 
KANSAS CITY: MOLLE VW, 808 W. 103RD STREET, 816-941-9500 

NEW YORK 
YORKVILLE: STEET PONTE IMPORTS, 5046 COMMERCIAL DRIVE, 
315-736-8291, P-15 A-15 L-10 

VIRGINIA 
FAIRFAX: FAIRFAX IMPORTS, 11050 MAIN ST., 703-273-6700, 
P-15 A-15 L-15 AC 

WASHINGTON 
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-
3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 

CANADA 
MARKHAM: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, 905-513-
8820, P-15 A-10 L-15 

ARIZONA 
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE, 710 RUTH ST., 928-

778-9305, P-5 L-5, INDEPENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 
CALIFORNIA 

FULLERTON: RANCHO PERFORMANCE, 1015 E. ELM AVE., 714-680-
6737, P-10 L-10 AC, PARTS & SERVICE 
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON AVE., 
805-964-6554, www.topshopautosb.com, INDEPENDENT SERVICE  
FACILITY 
VENTURA: AIRHEAD PARTS, 1604 MORSE AVE., 866-664-3724, P-10 
A-10 AC, AIR-COOLED PARTS 
VENTURA: KARMANN GHIA PARTS, 1604 MORSE AVE., 866-664-
3724, P-10 A-10 AC, AIR-COOLED PARTS 

CONNECTICUT 
OLD SAYBROOK: CARDONE AND DAUGHTER AUTOMOTIVE, 4 CUS-
TOM DRIVE, 860-664-0727, www.cardoneanddaughter.com, AC, IN-
DEPENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 

ILLINOIS 
DOWNERS GROVE: SPAROMOBILE, 503 OGDEN AVE., 630-963-
8410, IMPORT PARTS 
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORT TUNING, 9535 S. PULASKI 
RD., 708-422-7548, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, INDEPENDENT SERVICE FA-
CILITY 
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 708-
422-9272, IMPORT PARTS  
 

INDIANA 
FORT WAYNE: WERNER'S GARAGE, 7804 FRITZ ROAD, 260-489-
9783, AC, INDEPENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 

MICHIGAN 
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP: MUNK'S MOTORS, 3080 W. HURON ST., 
248-681-8081, www.munks.com, AC 

NEW YORK 
MASSAPEQUA: G T PRECISION IMPORTS, 190A MARGARETTA 
AVE., 516-799-1100, www.gtprecision.com, P-10 L-10 AC, INDE-
PENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA RD., 
315-789-2200, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, VW & AUDI CARS, PARTS & 
SERVICE 

OHIO 
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS: VW SERVICE-HEIGHT, 1815 S. TAYLOR RD., 
216-371-5100, AC, INDEPENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 

WISCONSIN 
GLENDALE: MOFOCO ENTERPRISES, 4170 N LYDEL AVE., 800-558-
8955, IMPORT PARTS 
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V
Ws produced since the 
late 1980s have electronic 
instrument clusters. In-

stead of, say, a speedometer 
cable and speedometer head, a 
wiring harness routes signals to 
computer chips and circuitry be-
hind the gauges. Although the 
speedometer and tachometer 
appear analog, they’re step mo-
tors driven by computers.  

On the 1993 VW Corrado 
SLC, several surface-mount 
chips (their leads don’t poke 
through the circuit board) per-
form calculations. In turn, this 
data drives the odometer, trip 

odometer, clock, trip computer, 
speedometer, tachometer, 
coolant temp and oil pressure 
warning lamps. These devices 
also send pulses to the cruise 
control module and rear spoiler. 

Unfortunately, a chip set does-
n’t last forever. Instead, some-
thing like a faulty PC memory 
kills them. If you’ve ever resur-
rected at 386SX or Pentium I 
personal computer, you’ve dealt 
with memory batteries in those 
PCs. When that battery dies, the 
computer doesn’t boot up. One 
must replace the battery. Then, 
one heads toward BIOS, where 

By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

VDO 

INSTRUMENT 
FAILURE

When a chip set dies, 
you may end up  

dealing with  
a ‘cluster flux’ 
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you tell the device what 
kind of hard drive 
you’ve got. Done right, 
the computer works. 

The 1993 Corrado 
and later VWs might 
have what electronics 
wizards call an EEP-
ROM — short for “elec-
trically erasable programmable read-only memory.” 
It’s a device with instructions for making your instru-
ments work. It also stores data such as odometer and 
clock. Should the memory device run out of space or 
become corrupt, the 1993 VW Corrado’s clock 
freezes. Mine stopped at 06:45. Try adjusting the 
clock or resetting the trip odometer or selecting a dif-
ferent trip computer display, the unit won’t respond. 
Expect the fuel and temp gauges to work; they’re 
analog, or conventional, on this car. They operate 
separately from the cluster’s computer. 

VW recommends you unplug the car’s battery to 
reset an errant clock. I did this and one LCD display 
spit out 88:88 for time and the other, 888,888 for 
miles. Welcome to bad electronics (aka a “cluster 
flux”). VW also recommends checking the instrument 
cluster’s computer setup. Press the trip odometer 
reset button while cycling the ignition switch. An 
LCD display should show which engine, etc. This did-
n’t work; the computer malfunctioned. 

In an ideal world, you’d contact VDO’s service de-
partment, which built the cluster, get a repair quote 
and mail it in. Fat chance. I couldn’t reach VDO’s cus-
tomer service. I then contacted several speedometer-
repair firms. BBA Remanufacturing said its VW tech 
serviced this unit. He could not. I spent $65 at BBA 
only to learn the computer was bad. Duh! BBA says it 
fixes New Beetle clusters.  

I, therefore, headed toward eBay and Europe. On 
the former, I found a working Corrado cluster. Be-
cause VR6 Corrados are rare, I bought it. Now, the 
instruments function, and so does the cruise control.  

What does one do when you cannot score a func-
tional used cluster? I’ll tell you. Look carefully at the 
original instrument part No.: 535-919-035AQ—the 
entire assembly including gauges. There’s another 

number below it: 535-919-
042AQ. This number identi-
fies the circuit board. At one 
time, the VW dealer ordered 
this part, unplugged the 
gauges from you old unit, 
plugged them into the new 
board and installed it in your 
car.  

I searched a German business, VW Classic Parts 
(bit.ly/2W2T08c), which had the board. They don’t 
ship to the USA, but they do to VW Heritage Parts in 
England. Therefore, I contacted VW Heritage and 
bought the circuit board and housing. Though I re-
ceived a working unit, it was soiled. Someone also 
poached three blue-base instrument panel lights 
(part No. 357-919-243B). This cost me nearly $300, 
so I wasn’t happy. Heritage offered a 10 percent dis-
count. 

Because this cluster is similar to some VR6 Passats 
and EuroVans, my tale might help you. Swapping 
parts is easy. Just unplug and then insert gauges. Pull 
the cluster by removing its fasteners, tilting it, un-
plugging it, turning it and sliding it through the upper 
half of the steering wheel. Third-gen Golfs and Jettas 
use a similar computer set. Firms say they fix these. I 
haven’t found a tech who knows cluster computers. 
That’s why fixing these old VWs is a cluster flux.  

If you’ve found someone, share!    VWCA

1993 Corrado instrument cluster numbers

uMEMBERS:  Add value to your VWCA membership by reg-
istering at VWClub.org to take advantage of discounts on 
exclusive Club Store merchandise and to renew your mem-
bership, using either PayPal or your credit card. 
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t’s an automotive plague. Cloudy polycarbonate 
headlights make your car look old and reduce 
your nighttime vision. There’s a fix. New head-

lights for hundreds of dollars or Sylvania’s $22 Head-
light Restoration Kit. It comes with nearly everything 
you need — just add water and elbow grease. 

I selected Sylvania’s kit for several reasons: First, 
Consumer Reports tested it, revealing that the crystal-
clear effect lasts. Second, it’s simple. No power tools 
required.  

Sylvania’s kit has three grits of wet-type sandpaper, 
polishing compound, surface activator, UV block with 
clear coat and masking tape. Instructions are simple. 
Each kit item is sequence-numbered and each task 
has recommended times. An online video is available 
too. 

You start by cleaning each headlamp. Then, mask 
off the area adjacent to them; open the hood for bet-
ter access. Spray on the activator, wait 30 seconds 

and wipe it off. This prepares the lens. Now you start 
sanding. Use plenty of water, which prevents crud 
from clogging the sandpaper. Start with 400 grit, 
move to 1,000 and end with 2,000.  

I modified Sylvania’s instructions. It recommends 
400 grit for the entire lens. Because my 2009 VW 
Rabbit’s headlamps were marred by a band of some-
thing sprayed on the vehicle as a prepping aid, I used 
400 on the marred area and employed 1,000 and 
2,000 grit for the entire lens. You sand each grit for 
at least five minutes each. After sanding, apply rub-
bing compound with the supplied white cloth.  

Now clean this round with the activator. Your 
headlights will look opaque. Don’t worry. The next 
step does the magic trick. You apply the UV 
block/clear coat with a saturated blue cloth. It trans-
forms your cloudy lenses into nearly new looking 
peepers. This stuff applied evenly without streaks or 
bubbles. 

By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

JUST ADD WATER

Sylvania kit will restore glow to cloudy headlights
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Sylvania says this kit 

also fixes other plastic 
lamps, such as turn sig-
nal indicators. I tried it 
on a 1993 Corrado’s 
front signal lamps. Nice! 
I didn’t aggressively 
sand these because I 
didn’t want to remove 
their markings.  

 
2009 VW Rabbit S redux 

Several years ago, I settled. I bought a lot-rot 2009 
VW Rabbit. The Florida car, which migrated to north-
ern Indiana, was remarkably rust-free, my chief con-
cern. But its provenance proved sketchy as it went 
from used car lot to auction and to yet another lot. I 
made an offer, bought the car and used it as a sum-
mer transportation while my Scirocco transaxle(s) 
were rebuilt.  

My Rabbit test went bung. Exposure to sun and 
rain damaged the exterior. And the headliner’s foam 
broke down. Another bad thing was the various coat-
ings dealers added to make the car look new. Alas, 
Kraft does dressings better. Someone sprayed the en-
gine bay with a product that made the plastics shiny, 
but this stuff etched into the upper band of each 
headlight. Perhaps the worse practice was power 
washing, which removed most under-hood decals. 

Another sly trick 
was the tires, a 
Ford dealer in-
stalled S-rated rub-
ber on a car with a 
door jam sticker 

saying H-rated rubber.  
I incorrectly thought the headlights would buff 

out, solvents would clean up exterior black-out coat-
ings (lacquer thinner worked) and one could glue 
the headliner in place. Only the headlight restoration 
kit did the job. I ended up buying a new headliner 
too. In sum, I should have found a better cared-for 
VW.  

The Rabbit, or fifth-gen Golf, is pleasing to drive 
with a spunky but not very fuel-efficient power sup-
ply. If it were simple, I would have installed GTI 
seating and steering wheel. Otherwise, the Rabbit is 
a charming practical car. It has commendable level 
of safety gear. And because I don’t drive it when 
roads are salted, the machine has less than 60,000 
miles on it, looks clean and it smells showroom 
fresh. VWCA

uPREVIOUS PAGE:  The previously 
cloudy headlamps of a 1993 VW 
Corrado turned crystal clear with 
Sylvania’s Headlight Restoration 
Kit. 

VWClub.org
Add value to your VWCA membership by registering at VWClub.org to 
take advantage of discounts on exclusive Club Store merchandise and 
to renew your membership, using either PayPal or your credit card.
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Oh, Mamma   

We’ve always said that participation in local chap-
ter activities is a huge part of “enjoying your 

VW to the fullest.” It is the purpose of this column, 
therefore, to highlight these events and activities, 
give the planners and organizers a little recognition 
for their efforts and perhaps inspire other chapters to 
try some of the unique and fun ways we enjoy our 
VWs. 

If there is no local chapter in your area and you’d 
like to start one, contact our vice president at Volk-
stom@sbcglobal.net, or VWClub@aol.com. 

Here’s what some of the locals are up to of late:  
 BADGER FUNCLUB, MILWAUKEE:  After their big Labor 
Day Campout the Badger folks have a theater party 
on the agenda: “Mamma Mia” at the Sunset Play-
house. And the opening of the football season al-
ready has some buzzing about their annual Super 
Bowl party (no matter who wins!). 
 CENTRAL FLORIDA VW CLUB, ORLANDO:  Several mem-
bers’ vacations took a toll on the attendance at a late 
summer meeting, but other Central Florida members 
were treated to the showing of a recently rebuilt 
camper engine there. 
 NORTHEAST ILLINOIS VOLKSWAGEN ASSOCIATION, LISLE:  
NIVA’s annual VW-Fest drew a record number of en-
tries despite early morning clouds. A modified scor-
ing system was employed for this show, and it 
seemed to work well. Their annual Fall Cruise winds 

up at the Volo Auto Museum where many famous 
celebrity and movie cars (even VWs!) are on display. 
 STATELINE VOLKS FOLKS, ROCKFORD, ILL.:  A visit to a 
local drive-in theater celebrated the last days of sum-
mer — and perhaps the last days for this type of 
venue. Stateline’s annual “Mystery Tour” to a remote 
private VW collection in Dubuque, Iowa, is always a 
much-anticipated event. On display are dozens of 
vintage VWs (mostly Transporters) and many rare 
special-purpose vehicles. All are rare and some are 
one-of-a-kind. 
 

Check our website, VWClub.org., for listings of 
these and other future events. You’ll always find the 
latest updates there – and even some events that 
were announced too late to make the AUTOIST publi-
cation schedule. And if your local chapter is plan-
ning an event, contact us at VWClub@aol.com and 
we’ll post it on our site. We’re waiting to hear from 
you! 

Finally, this column is in need of a member to com-
pile the activities of our local chapters and send them 
bimonthly to the AUTOIST editor. You’ll find it fun to 
learn about the clever and innovative events devel-
oped by our local chapters and share them with 
other members. If you’re the one, contact VWCA at 
VWClub@aol.com or directly to the AUTOIST editor at 
VWAutoist@mindspring.com. We’re waiting to hear 
from you!  VWCA

Local Volks
Activities of VWCA affiliates

Facebook.com/VWClubofAmerica
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infotainment screen locating the machine’s built-in 
spa. Gilliam soothed me with a cool wave of seat 
ventilation, fresh aroma and bright music. Then she 
cranked up the heat. Suddenly the front throne mas-
saged my back, getting rather intimate in the 
process. The sensation can go down to your legs if 
permitted. Meanwhile, the seat heater targeted my 
body zone-by-zone melting me into submission. The 
scent maker didn’t smell like burning motor oil, in-
stead it offered a woodsy note as this Merc found an-
other soothing soundtrack. Want more? The Merc 
guides you through an exercise meant to ease shoul-

der pain.  
BMW’s X2 goes a 

different direction. Its 
interior comes 
straight out of an 
A&W root beer stand. 
There’s so much or-
ange inside this ride 
you’d think a window 
tray with fried onion 
rings were included. 

Ford’s new Explorer 
impresses. I drove the 
one with the hopped-
up mill shared with 
the Lincoln Aviator. It 

snorts! It’s probably the best driving Explorer ever. 
And the Lincoln version outclassed the Caddy XT6. 
Either machine has some sharp edges. Just move 
your fingers toward the bottom of the dashboard.  

 
Golf’s Designing Woman 

Have you ever wondered who created GTI’s tartan 
red seating or that whimsical golf-ball shift knob? 
Well, you can stop wondering. VW says Gunhild Lil-
jequist, hired by VW in 1964 to develop paint hues 
and interior details, gets the credit.  

She designed two brilliant sporting themes for the 
first GTI (circa 1976): a tartan seat pattern (often 
called Clark Plaid) and the golf-ball gear knob. She 
liked the high quality of British sports clothing. So, 
she chose the tartan red material, as a contrast to her 
sporting use of black. The dimpled shifter: she claims 
it was a spontaneous idea. 

Brits get a kick out of their cultural contribution to 

VW’s famous hot hatch. The USA saw some natty 
British-style fabrics in Jettas, Sciroccos and Quan-
tums. Our American-made GTI (1983), however, got 
something completely different. Now GTIs sold in the 
USA, sport Liljequist’s clever contribution to VW de-
sign. And the shifter still has dimples.  

 
Current affair 

Let’s start with a survey of what’s happening at VW 
in the U.S. and abroad. VW’s first Modular Electric 
Toolkit electric vehicle debuted at the Frankfurt Auto 
Show. While that show fizzled due to fewer partici-

DRIVER’S SEAT
uFROM PAGE 3

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST contrib-

utor since 1993, has upgraded his 

wheels since getting his first car in 

the early ’60s. 

Gunhild Liljequist 

Mercedes-Benz offers additional benefits while behind the wheel. 



VW AUTOIST        29

☯
pants (sounds like Detroit’s show), the so-called 
skateboard platform ID.3 — VW likes the dot — sig-
naled a big change, something bigger than the bat-
tery-electric vehicle itself. In order to reduce 
complexity, VW created its own electric architecture 
or MEB, rather than putting an electric drive system 
in an existing vehicle. Other carmakers have flexible 
platforms for both combustion and electric drive-
trains.  

VW likens ID.3 to the original people’s car. It is 
price competitive, about $33,000 for starters. VW ex-
pects economies of scale, as part of its $50 billion 
global rollout of its electric vehicles. This represents 
a symbolic return to VW’s roots. VW claims the Golf-
size ID.3’s base price is people friendly. Range ex-
tends to 342 miles with options. In sum, it’s 
reinventing the people’s car. VW hopes it puts Europe 
on electrified wheels like the original Beetle did with 
its air-cooled gas engine. VW says we’ll see a 
crossover-like variation of called the ID.4 next year.  

 
VW’s new look 

A new logo, sound signature and female 
voice debuted in Frankfurt, too. Accord-
ing to Anderson, the previous logo with 
its semi-hemi bas relief motif looked 
nifty on dealer signage but didn’t trans-
late well to digitized media. Print the 
old one on an inexpensive ink-jet 
printer and you’ll see what he means. 
The logo resembles faded jeans after a 
bad wash day.  

The new simplified logo is flatter. It has a pur-
ple background (other colors are available) and the 
familiar VW roundel. The VW within the circle is 
composed of thinner letters, and the W doesn’t touch 
the bottom of the circle’s inner arc. It looks pretty 
spiffy on the ID.3 with silver/white VW and circle 
over a black background.  

Anderson says speculation that the Drive Bigger 
campaign’s roundel with black band is the new logo 
is just that, speculation. Yes, this “other new logo” is 
different but VW considers it a reuse of an earlier 
logo. Therefore, VW doesn’t say that one’s new.  

You’ll see the new VW logo in the USA next year. 

Advertising gets a five-note signature sound (heard 
in the car, too) and a female voice. It’s a logistical 
feat to revamp VW signage worldwide. Anderson 
says the new logo works better because it’s flatter 
and less complex. It’s designed with an eye on cut-
ting dealer costs for the changeover.  

 
Computer land 

A VW software revolution is under way in Europe. 
VW wants to reduce a car’s current crop of 70 com-
puter modules to three robust computers. And it 
wants to develop its own software in haus and up-
date it over-the air. Product perception and customer 
satisfaction are dependent on software, says VW’s 
Christian Senger. Thus, VW will change its organiza-
tional structure to focus on software as a core 
strength.  

This move will cost VW billions of dollars, requir-
ing it to hire thousands of software engineers. The 
initial outlay is massive but the returns could be im-
pressive. Each copy, so to speak, costs less. So, expect 

a VW operating system in your future. Ideally, it 
will work seamlessly in the background like 

a smartphone’s adapting to how you use 
your car. One wonders whether this is 
too much of a good thing. Have you 
ever wanted to smash your smartphone 
because your browsing history pos-
sessed it? Predictive behavior is a bless-

ing and a curse. 
 In addition, VW will streamline the 

number of unique electronic architectures 
from the current eight. One reason the number 

of onboard computers has mushroomed is the prac-
tice of adding electronic control units for each new 
vehicle function. 

You’d expect VW’s suppliers to resist change. But 
VW says most vendors recognize the current system’s 
inefficiency, especially large sums spent on trou-
bleshooting. Elektrobit (Continental) will assist VW 
on this project. Its rep says they’ve identified three 
domains: an integrated cockpit computer, an auto-
mated driving and safety unit and a body controller. 
VW’s ID.3 has three such control units working in 
parallel with the older electronic architecture. » 
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If VW’s plan goes well, development costs will 

spread over lots of vehicles.  
 

Atlas Cross Sport 
In the U.S, VW previewed the new Atlas Cross 

Sport at an event in Chattanooga. Pricing info arrives 
during the spring of 2021. It rides on the Atlas’ 
wheelbase, so expect 
generous people 
room. This two-row 
Atlas-like SUV has a 
lower roof, a more 
steeply raked rear lid 
and many trims. You 
can get AWD with the 
turbo four. A VR6 is 
available.  

New bumpers, grille 
treatment and head-
lights look sporting. 
VW’s latest Car-Net, 
which provides five 
years of smart-phone 
integrated features 
such as vehicle loca-
tion and remote start, is standard. You can even 
check your fuel level and odometer via your smart-
phone. Most 2020 VWs get the upgraded Car-Net. 

 
Corporate role reversal 

VWoA CEO Scott Keogh has Audi on his mind. 
Keogh, who came from Audi of America, hired Johan 
de Nysschen as his new COO. That’s a flip. De Nyss-
chen was Keogh’s boss at Audi of America. De Nyss-
chen, who recently departed Cadillac’s top spot, will 
oversee production and quality issues. This “stream-
lining” lets Keogh work on marketing and sales. 
Keogh recently recruited Saad Chehab, formerly with 
Ford, Kia and FCA, as VWoA’s new marketing chief.  

Chehab replaces Jim Zabel. Werner Eichhorn re-
places Derrick Hatami as the interim head of sales. 
Both Zabel and Hatami came from Hyundai. I met 
Hatami and found him affable. VW’s dealers thought 

he was competent. But insiders say Keogh wants his 
own team, poised toward growing VW faster than 
current market trends. VW also hired new Chat-
tanooga plant managers, too. 

De Nysschen served Audi South Africa and Japan 
before migrating to the USA. He left Audi for the top 
spot at Infiniti before moving to Cadillac.  

VWoA says Keogh 
tapped de Nysschen “to 
help make us faster and 
smarter.” A big problem 
facing VW, says Keogh, is 
the large number of con-
sumers who reject the 
brand outright, largely 
due to the diesel scan-
dal. Nearly 30 percent of 
the market avoids VW, 
he says. Keogh claims 
the Drive Bigger cam-
paign improved VW’s 
image but that further 
work is necessary. The 
public considers VW the 
“evil empire” from “Star 

Wars,” Keogh argues. 
Anderson says competitive pricing led VW to ditch 

its short-lived People First Warranty. He claims the 
expanded warranty established VW as a builder of 
reliable cars. Now, VW can trim its bumper-to-
bumper warranty, offer paid maintenance, plus give 
dealers advertising funds. All that and keep attractive 
MSRPs.  

I’d say the money shell game rings true. An ex-
panded warranty costs more, but when it premiered 
with the Atlas, the vehicle that quickly dived to Con-
sumer Reports bottom 10 in reliability. One wonders 
whether VW prematurely killed a marketing neces-
sity. If it had Toyota’s reputation, I suspect even the 
dirty diesel mess won’t hurt VW. Yet, VW argues the 
warranty didn’t help it lease more vehicles. Those 
who buy cars eye the warranty. Those who lease 
them don’t.  

The Atlas Cross Sport makes its debut at the Chattanooga VW plant. 
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Lifetime warranty 

Lifetime warranties are a market-
ing gimmick. I sold lots of bicycling 
merchandise touting lifetime cover-
age — usually bike frames. Good 
luck making a claim. Few bike mak-
ers survived in the USA.  

My experience with Walker’s muf-
fler warranties is instructive. Their 
Quiet Flo line came with lifetime 
muffler replacements. Tenneco, 
Walker’s parent firm, usually ships 
me a new muffler; then, I return the 
old one. The folks who handle war-
ranty claims shifted. Today, I think 
I’m calling India.  

There are other claim-filing hur-
dles. One must keep receipts. Plus, 
you’re supposed to make your claim 
at the retailer who sold you the muf-
fler. The retailer, who sold me the 
first muffler, dropped Walker and 
then later went out of business. Sim-
ple, isn’t it? 

This year I requested a replace-
ment muffler. Walker’s rep said the 
muffler is obsolete; there’s nothing 
he can do. You can reimburse me 
after I buy a new muffler from an-
other vendor or refund my original 
purchase price, I replied. Walker did 
the latter some years back for my 
other VW. The answer was no. 

I looked very carefully at Walker’s 
muffler lineup. Unlike the OEM muf-
fler with its welded-on tailpipe, 
Walker takes a silencer and then 
sells separate tailpipes, which you 
attach to make that device fit a 
Jetta, Scirocco or Rabbit Cabriolet. 
Currently, Walker sells mufflers for 
late 1980s Cabriolets. Cabriolets use 
the same exhaust system as the 
Scirocco until the tailpipe. The late 
’80s muffler is one inch longer than 

the one Walker sold for my Scirocco. 
That’s the only difference, confirmed 
Walker’s tech support.  

After much negotiation, Walker 
sent me a one-time only replace-
ment — the Cabriolet muffler sans 
tailpipe. No more lifetime warranty. 

Bilstein’s lifetime shock absorber 
warranty, likewise, changed. During 
the 1990s, Bilstein covered worn 
VW strut inserts; they called them 
defective. Not anymore. The war-
ranty now says it doesn’t cover wear, 
only “defects.” The fly in the oint-
ment: the instructions for determin-
ing a defect are the same as 
examining wear. 

Think twice before buying these 
pricey items. Due to side loads, Bil-
steins high-pressure devices die 
more quickly than the OEM parts. 
VW tuning guides claim they’re ex-
traordinarily robust. Not necessarily 
so. Those who want a lowered vehi-
cle or a firmer ride, however, might 
buy them regardless.  

 
Ferdinand Piëch’s legacy  

Many consider Ferdinand Piëch 
the architect who saved VW in the 
early 1990s with a comprehensive 
platform strategy to cut costs — an 
engineering triumph. A good exam-
ple is VW’s development of a Golf 
with underpinnings for Audi’s A3 
and Skoda’s Octavia. His scheme 
rose above badge engineering; each 
vehicle model built with the Golf’s 
toolkit had its own brand identity 
baked in. His ambitious acquisition 
spree added Bentley, Lamborghini, 
Scania and MAN to VW’s empire.  

Piëch, the grandson of VW Beetle 
creator Ferdinand Porsche and son 
of his daughter, Louise Piëch- » 
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Porsche, died Aug. 25 at age 
82. He ranks up there with 
Henry Ford as one of the most 
successful, if flawed, automo-
tive entrepreneurs. At VW’s 
helm, he and his team guided 
the firm from a producer of 3 
million cars annually into one 
that rose to the top of the in-
dustry at 10 million a year. 

Piëch, an engineer, arrived at 
VW through Audi, where he 
developed the original Audi 
Quattro with its permanent all-
wheel-drive. Before that, he 
pushed the development of the 
Porsche 917, a LeMans racing 
icon. Often, he pursued engi-
neering feats leading to “over-
engineered” cars meant for 
German autobahns rather than American inter-
states.  

At VW, the fifth-generation Golf’s independent 
rear suspension was an expensive mechanical re-
finement he required. He flubbed in his pursuit 
of luxury with the VW Phaeton. Bob Lutz claims 
VW’s precise body panel alignment, as seen on 
the fourth-generation Golf, was a production 
feat Piëch demanded.  

Piëch’s treatment of possible successors (Bernd 
Pischetsrieder and later Martin Winterkorn) 
caused VW’s leadership troubles. Experts think 
his autocratic demands for clean diesels led VW 
and Audi engineers to cheat on emissions tests. 

In Piëch’s personal life, he was the center of a 
family feud. He even stole the wife of this 
cousin, Gerhard Porsche. He left her for the 

nanny. He leaves 
behind at least a 
dozen acknowl-
edged children from 
four women.  

Piëch died about two 

years after a family pact forced him to sell his $1 bil-
lion stake VW to a younger sibling. He was a titan 
who reshaped VW in his own image. VWCA

The Porsche-Piëch clan, ca. 1942. Grandfather Ferdinand Porsche, brother Ernst 

Piëch, sister Louise Piëch and mother Louise Piëch-Porsche. Ferdinand Piëch 

(nicknamed “Burli”) sits in the grass on the left.

Ferdinand Piëch, right, poses with then-CEO Martin Winterkorn next to an Audi A3 electric car in April 

2012, in Wolfsburg, Germany. 

uMOVING?  Please send 
your change to VWCA, P.O. 
Box 154, North Aurora, IL 
60542, or by email to VW-
Club@aol.com.
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over oil, no more deaths deep 
in coal mines, high-tension 
lines wasting power on its way 
to market, greatly reduced. Hy-
drogen is everywhere, and ex-
tracting it has never been the 
problem. Storage is the only 
challenge.  

 
Breakthroughs ahead?  

That is why, unlike battery 
technology, which will be stuck 
at the investment/performance 
cutting edge for the foreseeable 
future, hydrogen’s future is un-
limited. Sure, we’ve got a “Man-
hattan-project” size problem to 
overcome the H2 storage chal-
lenge in mobile applications. 
However, science has hinted at 
breakthroughs that just await 
investment. More than two 
decades ago, carbon nanotube 
technology was foreseen as de-
livering a briefcase-size tank 
that would power a fuel cell car 
for a month.  

I shudder to think about it. Could we actually have 
put a scorned bureaucracy’s unwillingness to bend a 
few tenths per million of laughing gas ahead of a vi-
able chance to begin divorce proceedings from fossil 

fuels?  
If so, the real problem is density between the ear-

buds, and we deserve everything that happens to 
us.  VWCA

uFROM  PAGE 9

A look back  
Longtime members may re-

member my roundup covering 
electric-powered Rabbits 
decades ago 
(headlined “You’ll 
get a jolt out of 
this!”).  

Those cars 
ranged from 
simple substitu-
tions of electric 
for gas motor 
(while remov-
ing the gas 
tank and 
back seat for 
lead-acid 
battery gangs) to more ad-
vanced energy storage concepts 
occupying the “trunk.” The fac-
tory showed a quick-change 
battery rack that avoided long 
recharge times by simply un-
bolting the pack and replacing 

it with a fresh one. (Because the 
number of discharge/recharge 
cycles are fixed, one wonders 
how that would have been man-
aged.)  

Something 
more sinister 
about battery re-
placement recently 
reared its ugly head 
when my wife’s 
cellphone died, and 
she was told the 
dead battery could 
not be replaced (!).  

Though Batteries + 
Bulbs had a replace-
ment, the phone re-
mained dead, owing 

to carefully engineered software 
refusing to recognize the re-
placement. Let’s hope the car 
companies don’t embrace this 
new way to insure inventory 
turnover. • Richard VanTreuren

With the VWCA’s Friends of Our Club, members 

can save money on parts, labor 

and accessories from affiliated 

Volkswagen dealers and inde-

pendent shops in the United 

States and Canada. Turn to the 

AUTOIST centerspread for more info. 

DON’T 
DISCOUNT 
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VIRGINIA: Morry Holien, Haymarket 

WASHINGTON: Julius Mclinko, Bremerton; Gregory Patton, Kent

RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos). Non-member 
rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15 cents per additional word. 
Photos are additional $5 each. Includes posting on VWClub.org 
with color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID number or 
pay in advance. Ads may be edited to meet space limitations. Pho-
tos to be returned must be accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appro-
priate size. Send to VWCA Classified Ads, P.O. Box 154, North 
Aurora, IL 60542. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to 
VWClub@aol.com. 
 

FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-
$149.95. Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publishers): 
$9.95-$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual $37.95. Alex 
Voss, 4850 37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118, (206) 721-3077 or toll 
free (888) 380-9277. 
FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single port, 
1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0, 2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 
3.0, 3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines by Wolfsburg and 
Zuffenhausen trained builder. Call Volker Bruckmann, (760) 765-
2149 (CA). 
FOR SALE: New and used Volkswagen and Audi parts. John’s Car 
Corner, Box 85, Westminster, VT 05158, (802) 722-3180 or email 
johnsccorner@gmail.com. 
BACK AUTOIST ISSUES: Did you know that a limited number of 
copies of past AUTOIST issues are available from our Club Store? 
Get an extra copy of the one that featured your car in an article 
or just to complete your collection. Copies are $5 each including 
shipping and handling. Inquire about issues more than 20 years 
old. Order from Volkswagen Club of America, P. O. Box 154, North 
Aurora, IL 60542-0154 or check for the most recent issues in our 
online Club Store at VWClub.org.

Classified Ads New Members
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uLETTER-WRITERS:  We get it, who sends letters — or even 
email — any more? But for members with an urge to share 
any pertinent automotive thoughts, we’re happy to print 
yours here. Send via email to VWAutoist@mindspring.com 
or the other old-fashioned way: 621 E. Essex Ave., St. Louis 
MO 63122.

What happened to the 590,000 VW, 
Porsche and Audi diesels saddled with il-
legal emissions software? The code and 
their and reputation got a good scrub-
bing, and the former outcasts have be-
come popular in used-car markets.   

Most have been repaired to meet emis-
sion standards and are being embraced 
by buyers who are swayed by enhanced 
warranties and appealing sticker prices.  

“It’s amazing how a good deal will 
change your mind” about the scandal, 
Joe Wiesenfelder, executive editor at 
cars.com, told Fox Business.  

Cars.com tested a 2013 Jetta SportWa-
gen TDI, both before and after the emis-
sions repair and an improved catalytic 
converter was installed. It found that ac-
celeration improved while fuel economy 
sacrificed just 1 mpg. VWCA

Outcast diesels 
are becoming 
popular again 

on the used-car 
market



Parting Shot
A Beetle turns green 

Don’t miss an issue
uMoving is hectic, but so is missing an issue of the AUTOIST. Bulk mailing of the publication doesn’t 

allow for forwarding, so it’s important to let us know your new address promptly. Check in with 

Lynida Tomlin, VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60506. Or send an email to VWClub@aol.com.
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Volkswagen Group Components, an entrepreneurially independent 

business unit under the umbrella of Volkswagen AG,  is responsible for 

the development and production of strategic components for the 

group’s vehicle-producing brands. So take a look at what’s been done 

with a classic Beetle. The conversion exclusively uses new parts they 

have mutually agreed on from the series production of Volkswagen 

Group Components. The electric drive, the one-speed gearbox and the 

battery system are based on the upcoming VW e-up!). The conversion 

of the historic Beetle is being carried out by the specialist company 

eClassics. Its premiere was celebrated with a near-production version 

of the e-Beetle at the International Motor Show in Frankfurt, Germany. 

Despite the new total weight of about 2,800 pounds, the e-Beetle  

accelerates to about 30 mph in just under four seconds and to about 

50 mph in just over eight seconds. The range of the e-Beetle, which 

reaches top speeds of up to 93 mph, is about 125 miles. A one-hour 

fast-charging system can produce an additional 90 miles of range. 
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VW Toon-ups
By Tom Janiszewski *volkstom@sbcglobal.net


