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Driver’s Seat
BY CLIFF LEPPKE *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

Caddy video shoot helped inspire a career  

A
  photo of an early 1980s Detroit luxury barge 
with spoked wheel covers triggered a case of nos-

talgia. The image is much like the one I shot for a TV 
commercial. Your scribe’s first automotive photo 
shoot was as a videographer for WTVO, a Rockford, 
Illinois, TV station.  

My client was the local Cadillac dealer; the car was 
a 1981 V-8-6-4 Coupe DeVille. Its cylinder-on-de-
mand powertrain proved problematical — before it 
left the showroom!  

I got the gig because our usual guy, Joe, had ver-
tigo. The script called for cover shots taken from the 
dealership’s roof. I toted an RCA TK-76 camera up a 
rickety 40-foot ladder to capture the dealer’s crest 
sign. The camera with lens cost more than $35,000, 
the equivalent of almost $100,000 today. So, the sta-
tion spotted the camera but not me.  

This fabled RCA camera 
became the workhorse of 
portable, instant video. It 
launched a revolution in TV 
station news. The relatively 
svelte device plus batteries 
made live shots common-
place. It proved the nail in 
the coffin for gathering 
news with 16mm film. Al-
though innovative, this 
camera didn’t dock to a 
videotape machine. You ei-
ther carried a portable 
Sony U-Matic recorder and 
yet more batteries or at-
tached a thin cable sending 
video and audio to a mo-
bile unit’s microwave trans-

mitter. It sent pictures from the camera to the TV sta-
tion. The TV station could use its live images on air 
or record it on an open-reel VTR. WTVO hadn’t 
switched to videocassettes, yet.  

Live remotes in newscasts became an epidemic — 
much like automotive fads. For competitive reasons, 
once one station had a TK-76, the others got one or 
more, too. Going live, however, wasn’t simple. One 
reason was synchronizing the station to the camera 
for glitch-free switching between on-air video 
sources. This technique, called genlock, married the 
TV station’s synchronized video to the field camera’s. 
There was a catch. One must keep the camera “hot” 
for the entire news segment until they could dip to 
black, switch out of genlock and resume normal op-
eration. If I didn’t, say, because the batteries died, 
you got wacky video. Yes, some photographers 

uTURN TO PAGE 27
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The ground-breaking RCA TK-76 camera. 



Small Talk
VW + Audi at a glance

 BATTERY DEVELOPMENT:  VW will 
use its Chattanooga plant to de-
velop electric vehicle batteries — 
including battery cells. Work is 
planned for a new high-voltage 
laboratory for the plant’s engi-
neering center, expected to be op-
erational in the second quarter of 
2021. It will be tasked with devel-
oping and testing electric vehicle 
cells and battery packs for VW’s 
upcoming EVs aimed for the U.S.   
 MORE CLASSIC EVs?: New trade-
marks filed with the European 
Union Intellectual Property Office 

suggest that VW is considering 
converting more classic models 
into EVs. It already teamed up 
with a company to convert an 
original Beetle and Microbus. VW 
filed new trademarks for “e-Golf 
Classic,” “e-Karmann,” and “e-
Kübel.”   

 Q7-CROSS SPORT:  Industry news 
source WardsAuto listed an Audi 
and VW among the top 10 vehi-
cles in user experiences, including 
driver assistance, entertainment 
and navigation. Seven of the 10 

NEW & IMPROVED

AWARDS
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 ID.4 ROLLOUT:  As VW 
starts production of its 
first all-electric vehicle 
for the U.S., it’s offering 
customers the chance to 
reserve an ID.4 model 
before it hits dealer 
showrooms. The reserva-
tion platform will make 
its debut on VW.com at 
11 a.m. EDT Sept. 23, 
immediately after the 
small SUV’s official reveal. Customers can secure their place in line with 
a fully refundable $100 reservation payment. As vehicle production 
starts, reservation holders will be invited to lock their configuration and 
confirm their order with an additional $400 deposit. From placing a 
reservation, to production and through delivery, customers can see 
where they stand and when they can expect their ID.4 to arrive at their 
preferred local VW dealer. 

were SUVs, including the $75,290 
Audi Q7 and the $51,050 VW 
Atlas Cross Sport.  

 1950 BUS : The oldest-known regis-
tered Bus is a Dove Blue panel van 
named Sofie, which noted its 70th 
birthday on Aug. 5. After being off 
the road for 19 years, a new owner 
started a three-year restoration in 
2000 and spent years traveling to 
enthusiast meets across Europe. 
He sold it to Volkswagen in 2014, 
and it’s been part of the carmaker’s 
heritage collection since.  

 OPTIMISM AMID LOSSES:  VW sold 
35% fewer cars in the second 
quarter and recorded an after-tax 
loss of $1.81 billion as the pan-
demic forced shutdown auto 
plants and closure of dealerships. 
Yet, officials say that operating 
profits for 2020 would be “se-
verely lower” than last year but 
“in positive territory.”

EV NEWS

MILESTONES

MONEY MATTERS



Retro Autoist
From the VWCA archives 
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 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2010:  VW announced plans for a 
range of hybrid and electric vehicles that company offi-
cial say will account for 3 percent of the carmaker’s 
global sales by 2018. VW will introduce either the Up! 
city car or the Golf compact, its best-selling model, as an 
all-electric vehicle in the U.S. by 2013. Before that, the 
automaker plans to sell a gas-electric hybrid version of 
the Touareg SUV later this year, followed by a Jetta hy-
brid in 2011.  
 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2010:  Electronics giant Best Buy 
isn’t taking kindly to the Rev. Luke Strand’s attempt to 
add a light touch to his suburban Milwaukee ministry. 
The company sent him a cease-and-desist letter con-
cerning a black New Beetle with oval door stickers that 
read “God Squad” in a logo similar to the black, white 
and orange logos on the black-and-white Geek Squad 
Beetles driven by the computer and electronics trou-
bleshooters. A company spokeswoman said Best Buy is 
working with Strand to alter the God Squad logo in a 
way that won’t infringe on the Geek Squad trademark.  

 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2000:  Is an electric-powered New 
Beetle in your future? A Los Angeles Times auto reporter 
says he spotted one undergoing secret — or at least it 
was at the time — testing. A vice president for AC 
Propulsion, said to be joining with VW in the project, 

confirmed the report. The Times reporter was told that 
the prototype averages 70 miles on a full charge with 
“plenty of power.”      

 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1990:  Volkswagen and Audi are 
expanding the creative scope of their automotive styling 
operations by locating a design studio in California, 
near Los Angeles. VW also has design studios in the Ger-
man cities of Wolfsburg, Duesseldorf, Ingolstadt and 
Munich and in Barcelona, Spain.  

 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1980:  Not too much news is in 
store for the 1981 model Volkswagens — a few more 
rounded body shapes here and there — but waiting in 
the wings are a diesel-powered bus, a notchback Dasher, 
a slightly larger Scirocco and, rumors persist, eventually 
a three-cylinder runabout, an offspring of the Polo-Golf 
line.  

 SEPTEMBER 1970:  Florence Killian gave a glowing report 
at the club’s executive meeting of the Mexican Caravan 
and plans to make a trial run to Yucatan, weighing the 
possibility of adding this to a future tour. She’s also 
made inquiries into tours of the Caribbean and Hawaii.   

 SEPTEMBER 1960:  Those of you who are going to Ger-
many to bring back a VW, either on the tour or in the  
near future, are in for a very pleasant surprise. Late in 
August, we had the extreme pleasure of driving a ’61 VW 
for more than 700 miles back east from Detroit. VW of 
America previewed the ’61, setting up a course on a 
sports car track outside Detroit to allow testing. Prizes 
were rewarded for best fuel economy obtained. 

10 YEARS AGO

40 YEARS AGO

50 YEARS AGO

60 YEARS AGO

20 YEARS AGO

30 YEARS AGO
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By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

F
or 2020, VW’s Golf family tree 
shed branches: axed were the 
wagon versions. The non-GTI Golf 

wears just one trim, dubbed “S.” This 
pruned version has some of last year’s 
SE items. It gains keyless entry, push-
button start, sunroof, blind spot detec-
tion, 16-inch alloy wheels, leatherette 
upholstery, heated front seats and for-
ward collision warning. It loses several 

paint shades other than gray.  
Last year, VW lifted the Golf’s pow-

ertrain by yanking out the cast-iron 
block, 170-hp, 1.8-liter turbo four-
cylinder engine and dropping in the 
alloy-block 147-hp 1.4-liter turbo. VW 
sweetened the deal by mating the 1.4-
liter to either a six-speed manual, (was 
five) or an eight-speed automatic (was 
six). Torque was 199 lb.-ft., now it’s 

2020 GOLF S

AMERICA’S SLOWEST HATCHBACK

Car and Driver’s  

testing rule  

prevented this  

entry-level VW 

the benefit of a 

quick downshift
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184. Car and Driver initially 
claimed the smaller engine 
did nearly as well as the 
larger one. Then, it pub-
lished a comparison test 
finding the manual-tranny 
Golf was the slowest hatch-
back, indeed, the slowest of 
any new car. Top-gear accel-
eration is tepid — like 
watching a redwood grow. 

I’m teed off. The reason 
the Golf proved so sluggish 
was C and D’s rules of en-
gagement — stick shifts 
must do the “passing” test in 
top gear. Its editors didn’t 
permit those pressing the go 
pedal to use third gear. As 
such, the Golf is pokey. Downshift to third, however, 
and the car pulls briskly from 25 mph to 70 mpg. 
While you might pine for the higher-output 1.8-liter 
mill, remember it wasn’t geared for sporty driving. 
Unlike the stick shift, the automatic Golf is consider-
ably quicker, says C and D; it permits automatics to 
downshift during its test. 

 
Back to the future 

VW’s now legendary Golf began its tenure as the 
brand’s signature model back in the 1970s amid a 
desperate corporate dash to lop off the elderly Bug. 
The Golf’s front-drive, transverse water-cooled en-
gine was antithetical to everything VW until then. 
Suddenly VW went from a purveyor of 1930s-era 
cars to the most modern of machines. The Golf/Rab-
bit was roomy, swift, stable and competitive — ex-
cept in price as Deutschmark devaluation vs. the 
dollar made it difficult to keep prices attractively low. 
VW, in turn, opted to build its new hit in the USA. 
And while it’s the GTI that gets the most ink for revi-
talizing VW, for a moment in auto history, it was the 
frugal diesel version that caused scores of car buyers 
to get a VW.  

I mention the old diesel because the 1.4-liter gas 
Golf’s fuel economy is quite good. I got 38.5 mpg 

overall. You can easily best 40 mpg on the highway, 
too. Today’s compact Golf sips gas as if it were a sub-
compact. That’s a family trait anyone can admire. 

Although the Golf is a great package, my tester 
proved more annoying than “Family Feud” reruns. 
The rear set latch rattled, groaning on driveway ap-
proaches. The rear-view mirror squeaked, and oper-
ating the clutch pedal unleashed a gaggle of honking 
geese. It’s a shame that such a nifty mode of con-
veyance should be plagued with so many unpleasant 
noises. Otherwise, the Golf is relatively quiet. 

The Golf’s interior is slightly above grade. The 
driver-canted padded dash pad creates a cockpit 
that’s more upscale than the Jetta’s. Euro-sleek 
thumbwheels control vents — another item not 
found on the Jetta. Some plastic panels are glossy or 
have metallic-like treatments. Everything fits with 
businesslike acumen. But the tiny USB-C slot deep in 
the center console is difficult to use. In contrast, door 
cubbies are lined and the lighted glovebox innards 
are flocked. Alas, the decor degrades in the aft com-
partment where the side-door panels are hard. But 
you get a split-fold rear seat with pass through.  

And behind that is a stout two-level load floor with 
nifty side tabs so you can prop it up while extracting 
tools, spare tires, etc. » 
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GOLF
Drivers and front passen-

gers get power-recline 
bucket seats with manual 
height and lumbar. The driv-
ing position is wonderful. 
And there’s an adjustable 
center armrest, too — a 
great perch for your right 
elbow. The leatherette 
wrapped steering wheel 
apes leather. Analog-style in-
strumentation is lucid. The 
infotainment system sports a 
6.5-inch touchscreen. It’s 
smaller and has fewer fea-
tures than the 8-inch one 
found on other VWs. And it 
doesn’t offer the eco-friendly 
Think Blue Trainer. The in-
strument cluster’s trip-computer’s screen, 
however, provides economy data and 
there’s a gear-shift prompt. If you hang out 
in fifth gear for too long, a text warning 
urges you to pick the top cog.  

The Golf rolls on 16-inch Bridgestone 
Ecopia tires. These low-rolling-resistance 
donuts boost mpg. They aren’t sporty, 
howling in protest when cornering. Ride 
comfort is good with some tire patter on 
choppy pavement. Directional stability is 
fine. Low-beam headlight performance fair.  

Motoring in the Golf reveals an unobtru-
sive power train — although I found a few 
spots in its power band where thrumming 
or vibration intruded. The most salient 
thing about it is the gear ratios. They aren’t sporty. 
Instead, it’s about limbo-low engine rpm. According 
to Volks, max torque hits at 1,600 rpm and peaks at 
3,500 rpm. But as I mentioned earlier, you must row 
the shift lever in order to accelerate swiftly. Yet, my 
test car, in sixth gear, effortlessly completed Milwau-
kee’s interstate system with its hills, valleys and ele-
vated bridges.  

Winding through the gears reveals something nice 
and something awful. One, the nice part: the car’s 
computer feathers the rpm for you as you release the 
clutch pedal. At the friction spot, the engine speed 
increases slightly, preventing stalls. Plus, there’s a 
hill-hold brake function. Two, the rub: the parking 
brake lever, however, is rather stiff — although nicely 
trimmed with glossy plastic upper and leatherette 
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lower. Just ahead of it is a plastic seam for the shifter 
surround. It’s not groovy; there’s a sharp edge that 
threatens your fingers.  

Shift action rates fair, slightly springy with clear 
detents. 

You’ll find silky climate controls. The wiper stalk 
markings for automatic sensing setting are intuitive 
— small drop icon for fewer wipes and large droplet 
for stronger gales.  

The basic 6.5-inch radio package has Android Auto 
and Apple CarPlay, VW says, but a USB-C cable is re-
quired and thus potentially an adapter for older phones.  

Throughout the Golf you’ll find nice items not usu-

ally associated with base trim: pushbutton start, key-
less entry, automatic headlights, rain-sensing wipers, 
12-volt cargo outlet, overhead sunglass holder. It 
lacks rear face vents and power outlets, although the 
front seats are heated. 

The EPA says 28 city, 36 highway and 31 com-
bined. For the Tungsten silver metallic over black 
leatherette interior, VW asks $24,114. Think-slow ar-
borists can add a roof rack, making the Golf an eco-
nomical work vehicle. VW’s Mark Gillies says the 
Golf S continues as is through the 2021 model year. 
After that, the automotive grim reaper might chop it 
from VW’s American lineup. VWCA 

Letters
Questions on badges, Audi TT 

I have a VW Club of America 
badge that mounts to the front li-
cense plate on my 1968 Notch-
back. It is about 50 years old. Are 
those available anymore? My 
1967 Type 1 needs one. 

Do you have an opinion re: 
Audi TT engines? I’m looking at an ’05 with the 3.2-
liter V6. I’m not familiar with that engine at all. Our 
2002 had the more common 2.0L turbo, which we 
liked just fine. We just would like another TT.   

Current prices seem modest but most have high 
mileage.  

Peter Dykema 
Hickory Corners, Michigan 

Shell Tomlin responds: The badge in your photo is 
one of the original ones from the early days of our 
club. We currently have only the new style, purchased 
from a firm in England. If you really 
want one of the old-style badges, 
you might try advertising, either 
on our website or other places. We 
occasionally see these at swap 
meets or flea markets sold by those 
who do not know their significance or 
history. 

Cliff Leppke responds: The 3.2-liter V6 or make that 
VR6 is an updated version the mill introduced in 
1993.  It’s a novel configuration — single head, nar-
row angle “in-line V-6.” I haven’t serviced this mill, al-
though I have some experience with the first-gen 
model. You get the sense that it was built to be a service 
headache — fixing the timing chain and tensioner(s) 
require removing the transaxle, as these parts are at 
the back of the engine. 

While this engine allows VW to slip it into spaces 
meant for four-cylinder engines, you’ll likely find work-
ing around that engine requires a workaround. For ex-
ample, its extra length on some VWs means the engine 
must be lifted in order to repair front suspension 
pieces.   

Yet, there are people who like this engine’s smooth 
power delivery. As such, the TT shares the Golf R32’s 
mechanical layout.    

So the 3.2-liter engine is a matter of taste. If you re-
spect its novel design and related complications, go for 
it.  But one can make a case for the lighter turbo 4 as 
better suited small-front-drive car chassis dynamics.  

Another item: Many Audi fans dig TT versions with 
the turbo 5 engine. These rare machines have an Audi 
designed mill with a distinctive beat.   
uHOW TO REACH US:  Send email to VWAutoist@icloud.com or by 
mail to 621 E. Essex Ave., St. Louis, MO 63122.
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W
hen Seattle City Light unveiled five new 
electric vehicle charging stations in late 
2019 in an industrial neighborhood south of 

downtown, the electric utility wasn’t just offering a 
new spot for drivers to fuel up. It also was creating a 
way for the service to figure out how much more 
power it might need as electric vehicles catch on. 

Seattle aims to have nearly a third of its residents 
driving electric vehicles by 2030. Washington state is 
No. 3 in the nation in per capita adoption of plug-in 
cars, behind California and Hawaii. But as Washing-

ton and other states urge their residents to buy elec-
tric vehicles —  of efforts to reduce carbon emissions 
— they also need to make sure the electric grid can 
handle it. 

The average electric vehicle requires  to travel 100 
miles — the same amount of electricity an average 
American home uses each day to run appliances, 
computers, lights and heating and air conditioning. 

An Energy Department  found that increased elec-
trification across all sectors of the economy could 
boost national consumption by as much as 38 per-

By Alex Brown *abrown2@pewtrusts.org

EVs WILL TEST STATE POWER GRIDS
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cent by 2050, in large part because of electric vehi-
cles. The environmental benefit of electric cars de-
pends on the electricity being generated by 
renewables. 

So far, states predict they will be able to suffi-
ciently boost power production. But whether electric 
vehicles will become an asset or a liability to the grid 
largely depends on when drivers charge their cars. 

Electricity demand fluctuates throughout the day; 
demand is higher during daytime hours, peaking in 
the early evening. If many people buy electric vehi-
cles and mostly try to charge right when they get 
home from work — as many now do — the system 
could get overloaded or force utilities to deliver more 
electricity than they are capable of producing. 

In California, for example, the worry is not so 
much with the state’s overall power capacity, but 
rather with the ability to quickly ramp up production 
when demand is high, said Sandy Louey, media rela-
tions manager for the California Energy Commission, 
in an email. About 150,000 electric vehicles were 
sold in California in 2018 — 8 percent of all state car 
sales. 

The state projects that electric vehicles will con-
sume 5.4 percent of the state’s electricity, or 17,000 
gigawatt hours, by 2030. 

Responding to the growth in electric vehicles will 
present unique challenges for each state. A team of 
researchers from the University of Texas at Austin  
the amount of electricity that would be required if 
every car on the road transitioned to electric. 

Wyoming, for instance, 
would need to nudge up 
its electricity production 
only 17 percent, while 
Maine would have to 
produce 55 percent 
more. 

Efficiency Maine, a 
state trust that oversees 
energy efficiency and 
greenhouse gas reduc-
tion programs, offers re-
bates for the purchase of 
electric vehicles, part of 

state efforts to incentivize growth. 
“We’re certainly mindful that if those projections 

are right, then there will need to be more supply,” 
said Michael Stoddard, the program’s executive di-
rector. “But it’s going to unfold over a period of the 
next 20 years. If we put our minds to it and plan for 
it, then we should be able to do it.” 

A November 2019  sponsored by the Energy De-
partment found that there has been almost no in-
crease in electricity demand nationwide over the past 
10 years, while capacity has grown an average of 12 
gigawatts per year (1 GW can power more than a 
half-million homes). That means energy production 
could climb at a similar rate and still meet even the 
most aggressive increase in electric vehicles, with 
proper planning. 

 
Timing is key: When to charge?  

Charging during off-peak hours would allow not 
only many electric vehicles to be added to the roads 
but also utilities to get more use out of power plants 
that run only during the limited peak times. 

Seattle City Light and others are looking at various 
ways to promote charging during ideal times. One 
method is time-of-day rates. For the Seattle chargers 
unveiled last month, users will pay 31 cents per kilo-
watt hour during peak daytime hours and 17 cents 
during off-peak hours. The utility will monitor use at 
its charging stations to see how effective the rates are 
at shifting charging to more favorable times. 

The utility also is working on a pilot program to 
study charging behavior at home. And it is partner-
ing with customers such as King County Metro that 
are electrifying large vehicle fleets to make sure they 
have both the infrastructure and charging patterns to 
integrate smoothly. 

“Traditionally, our utility approach is to meet the 
load demand,” said Emeka Anyanwu, energy innova-
tion and resources officer for Seattle City Light. 

Instead, he said, the utility is working with cus-
tomers to see whether they can use existing assets 
without the need for additional investment. 

Numerous analysts say that approach is crucial. 
“Even if there’s an overall increase in consumption, 

it really matters when that occurs,” said Sally Tal-

uTHE AUTHOR:  Alex 
Brown covers environ-
mental issues for Stateline, 
an online publication of 
the Pew Charitable Trusts.

uPREVIOUS PAGE:  An 
image depicting VW’s ID.4 
SUV, which entered pro-
duction in Germany in Au-
gust. The ID.4 will be VW’s 
first mass-market electric 
car sold in the United 
States. 
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berg, head of the Michigan Public Service Commis-
sion, which oversees the state’s utilities. “The encour-
agement of off-peak charging and other technology 
solutions that could come to bear could offset any 
negative impact.” 

One of those solutions is smart charging, a system 
in which vehicles are plugged in but don’t charge 
until they receive a signal from the grid that demand 
has tapered off a sufficient amount. This is often 
paired with a lower rate for drivers who use it. Sev-
eral smart-charging pilot programs are being con-
ducted by utilities, although they have not yet been 
phased in widely. 

In many places, the 
increased electricity 
demand from electric 
vehicles is seen as a 
benefit to utilities 
and rate payers. In 
the Northwest, elec-
tricity consumption 
has remained rela-
tively stagnant since 
2000, despite robust 
population growth and development. That’s because 
increasing urbanization and building efficiency have 
driven down electricity needs. 

Electric vehicles could help push electricity con-
sumption closer to utilities’ capacity for production. 
That would bring in revenue for the providers, which 
would help defray the costs for maintaining that ca-
pacity, lowering rates for all customers. 

“Having EV loads is welcome, because it’s environ-
mentally cleaner and helps sustain revenues for utili-
ties,” said Massoud Jourabchi, manager of economic 
analysis for the Northwest Power and Conservation 
Council, which develops power plans for the region. 

Colorado also is working to promote electric cars, 
with the aim of putting 940,000 on the road by 
2030. The state has adopted California’s zero-emis-
sion vehicles mandate, which requires automakers to 
reach certain market goals for their sales of cars that 
don’t burn fossil fuels, while extending tax credits for 

the purchase of such cars, investing in charging sta-
tions and electrifying state fleets. 

Auto dealers have opposed the mandate, saying it 
infringes on consumer freedom. 

“We think it should be a customer choice, a con-
sumer choice and not a government mandate,” said 
Tim Jackson, president and chief executive of the 
Colorado Automobile Dealers Association. 

Jackson also said that there’s not yet a strong con-
sumer appetite for electric vehicles, meaning that 
manufacturers that fail to sell the mandated number 
of emission-free vehicles would be required to pur-

chase credits, which 
he thinks would drive 
up the price of their 
other models. 

Republicans in the 
state have registered 
similar concerns, say-
ing electric vehicle 
adoption should take 
place based on mar-
ket forces, not state 
intervention. 

Many in the utility community are excited about 
the potential for electric cars to serve as battery stor-
age for the grid. Vehicle-to-grid technology, known as 
V2G, would allow cars charging during the day to 
take on surplus power from renewable energy 
sources. 

Then, during peak demand times, electric vehicles 
would return some of that stored energy to the grid. 
As demand tapers off in the evening, the cars would 
be able to recharge. 

V2G could be especially beneficial if used by 
heavy-duty fleets, such as school buses or utility vehi-
cles. Those fleets would have substantial battery stor-
age and long periods where they are idle, such as 
evenings and weekends — and even longer periods 
such as summer and the holiday season when school 
is out. The batteries on a bus, Jourabchi said, could 
store as much as 10 times the electricity needed to 
power a home for a day. VWCA

A Nissan Leaf EV gets a charge at a business in St. Louis.
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T
he electric revolution will be coming soon to a 
street near you. By the time you read this, Volk-
swagen may have revealed the production ver-

sion of the ID.4 electric SUV, part of a worldwide 
strategy to deliver millions of electric vehicles to help 
combat global climate change. 

Electric vehicle owners know the joys of driving 
and owning a battery-powered model. But for those 
who are on the fence about whether an electric vehi-
cle may be right for them, VW has developed this 
Q&A to tackle everything you need to know, and a 
few things you might be afraid to ask. 

 
Owning 

Why should I buy an electric vehicle? 
Electric vehicles have zero direct emissions from 

driving and can help reduce carbon dioxide emis-
sions compared to traditional vehicles. Researchers 
suggest that there may be no way to combat global 
warming without millions of electric vehicles world-
wide. They’re fun to drive and quiet on the road, plus 
you can recharge them at home. They are also far 

more efficient at using energy compared to liquid 
fuel vehicles, which waste about two-thirds of their 
fuel as heat and friction. 

Simply put: Electric vehicles are the future of per-
sonal transportation. 

Why can’t I buy one today? 
In the United States, EV supplies have mostly been 

limited either to specific states or to luxury vehicles. 
Volkswagen aims to change that starting with the 
ID.4 electric compact SUV, the first of a line of EVs it 
plans to launch in the United States over the next 
several years. These vehicles will be what Volkswa-
gens have always been – affordable and fun to drive. 

Why is VW building so many EVs? 
The Volkswagen Group has pledged to make its 

global business carbon neutral by 2050, and electric 
vehicles will help make that possible. By 2025, the 
group plans to build about 1.5 million electric vehi-
cles a year worldwide – including at its U.S. factory 
in Chattanooga. 

Are they as safe as regular vehicles? 
Yes. All Volkswagen vehicles are subjected to » 

ELECTRIC VEHICLE
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
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intense safety testing. They must meet rigorous 
safety standards and crash tests required by law, and 
often exceed these standards. 

Aren’t the batteries in EVs just versions of 
what I have in my phone or laptop? 

While most electronics use some form of lithium-
ion battery today, the chemistry and design of an EV 
battery is quite different from those used in con-
sumer electronics. 

The battery in my phone only lasts a few 
years. Will I have to replace the battery in 
my EV? 

EV batteries in vehicles are not designed to be re-
placed like those in phones, and it’s rare for an EV 
owner to face that issue. EVs are designed to provide 
a certain amount of power for many years of owner-
ship. While all batteries can lose charging capacity 
over time, Volkswagen EVs have several strategies to 
help combat that process, from liquid cooling to en-
ergy reserves. For example, the Volkswagen e-Golf 
came with an eight-year or 100,000-mile (whichever 
occurs first) limited warranty on the battery pack. 

 
Charging 

How long does it take to charge an EV? 
That depends on how much power the charger can 

provide, and how fast the vehicle can accept it. There 
are three general levels of charging power: 

•Level 1 is your typical 120-volt plug. Most EVs 
can get roughly two to five miles of range per hour of 
charging at 1. 

•Level 2 chargers are the most common; they run 
off 240-volt circuits and can add about 12-25 miles 
per hour of charge. Most charging is either Level 1 or 
2, and about 80 percent of all vehicle charging takes 
place at home. 

•Level 3 is commonly known as DC fast charging 
and requires special equipment with heavy-duty ca-
bles and inverters. These systems typically are only 
found at public charging stations and used for occa-
sional recharging on long-distance drives. A Level 3 
charger can recharge an EV battery to 80 percent ca-
pacity in roughly 30-40 minutes. (Charging speeds at 

a DC fast charger slow for the final 20 percent of ca-
pacity due to heat buildup.) 

Because the power coming out of an outlet is typi-
cally alternating current (AC) and vehicle batteries 
rely on direct current (DC), that electricity has to be 
converted, and the vehicle’s onboard converter can 
only handle a certain amount at a time. (That’s also 
the reason fast charging uses DC — it bypasses the 
onboard converters.) Charging times can also be af-
fected by temperature extremes; very hot or cold 
weather can slow charging rates and lower the total 
amount of energy the battery can hold. 

Can I plug in anywhere, or to any EV 
charger? 

Not quite. All Level 1 and Level 2 chargers use the 
same standard plug, but there are different plugs for 
DC fast charging.  It can be a bit frustrating, but 
more automakers are moving to use the Combined 
Charging Standard (CCS) already used on all Volk-
swagen Group EVs. 

Your Volkswagen EV will come from the dealer with 
a Level 1 charger that plugs into a standard three-
prong, 120-volt outlet. However, if you have a drive-
way or a permanent parking place, you will likely 
want to get a Level 2 charger installed at your home. 
Many apartment buildings and parking garages are 
also installing Level 2 chargers nationwide. About 
59,000 public Level 2 CCS chargers are available in 
the United States, along with about 2,500 CCS DC 
fast chargers, and more are being built. 

What if I don’t have a set parking place? 
That’s one of the challenges that Volkswagen, 

along with companies like Electrify America, have 
been working to tackle. Some EV owners may be able 
to rely on charging at their workplaces, or paid pub-
lic charging. Other firms are building chargers that 
can be added to public streets. For some people who 
want to buy an electric vehicle, this may be too big of 
a hurdle to overcome today — but many companies 
want to solve it soon. 

How much energy does a battery pack hold? 
The non-scientific answer is: A lot. According to 

federal energy data, the average U.S. home uses 30.5 

EVs
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kilowatt-hours of energy a day. The smallest battery 
pack in the Volkswagen ID.3 electric hatchback sold 
in Europe could power that typical home for a day 
and a half. The largest available pack for the ID.3 
holds 82 kilowatt-hours of energy — or roughly 
5,500 times that of your smartphone. 

Can I plug it in when it’s raining? 
Electric vehicle charge ports and plugs use soft-

ware to confirm they’re properly connected before 
sending electricity to a battery, and they’re designed 
to work in all weather conditions. 

 
Driving 

EV people say driving one is fun. What’s 
so fun about it? 

It’s the very nature of electric driving. Your gas-
powered engine makes its maximum torque and 
horsepower when it revs up to a few thousand revolu-
tions per minute. An electric motor makes its maxi-
mum torque the instant it begins spinning, and it 
makes for a great driving experience. The last genera-
tion Volkswagen e-Golf was as quick to 30 mph as the 
same-generation Volkswagen GTI, even though the 
GTI had nearly 100 horsepower more than the e-Golf. 

Volkswagen EVs will come in rear-wheel-drive and 
all-wheel-drive versions, and the Volkswagen electric 
vehicle chassis locates the battery at the bottom of 
the car, giving it a low center of gravity designed for 
better handling. All Volkswagens offer engaging vehi-
cle dynamics and that can get even better in the 
Volkswagen EVs.  

Oh, and it’s quiet to drive — there’s no engine 
noise or exhaust. 

How far can I go in an EV? 
Every EV in the United States has an EPA rated 

range estimate for a full charge. In daily use, EVs 
offer a constantly updated estimate of available 
range, based on your current driving data, your re-
cent past driving history and other factors such as 
temperature and HVAC usage. Your range estimates 
may be lower in winter or higher in summer than the 
official number; batteries tend to work best at mod-
erate temperatures and lose some capacity in ex-
treme cold or heat. 

What about range anxiety? EV owners 

must worry about that all the time. 
Range anxiety can happen to EV owners, but it’s 

no different from planning your fill-ups in a gasoline-
powered vehicle. According to federal data, the aver-
age American commuter was traveling about 35 to 
40 miles per day before the pandemic; the next gen-
eration of Volkswagen EVs starting with the ID.4 are 
engineered to have EPA estimated ranges that well 
exceed those daily driving needs. Beyond that, the 
number of public charging stations continues to 
grow, and more tools than ever are available to help 
EV drivers find a charging spot. 

What is regenerative braking? 
EVs all work the same way: Batteries feed electric 

power to a motor, which turns the wheels. One of the 
ways EVs can help save energy is by regenerative 
braking, which simply reverses that flow — using the 
wheels to turn the motor and send power back into 
the batteries. 

Volkswagen EVs have a sophisticated set of » 

Edmunds.com advice 
At the moment, if you want a non-luxury electric 

SUV, you’re relegated to the subcompact crossover 
class. Volkswagen classifies the ID.4 as a compact 
SUV, which should make it closer in size to the 
Honda CR-V and the Mazda CX-5. The larger inte-
rior volume has a good chance of attracting a lot of 
buyers looking to switch over to an EV. 

What does it compete with? 
In the absence of larger, non-luxury electric 

SUVs, your options are limited to smaller alterna-
tives including the Kia Niro EV and the Hyundai 
Kona Electric. Buyers willing to pay a little extra 
can upgrade to the luxe Tesla Model Y, which fea-
tures three rows of seating and an estimated 
range of 315 miles. 

Edmunds says 
It’s still early in the game, but the VW ID.4 has 

a very good chance at success. As the only fully 
electric entrant in the non-luxury compact 
crossover class, demand should be high. We sug-
gest trying to get your name on the pre-order list 
as soon as possible. (See how on Page 4.)
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sensors and software that lets drivers decide how 
much regenerative braking they want and whether 
they want the system to kick on the moment they 
take their foot off the accelerator pedal. At higher 
speeds, you may want to coast as far as possible. In 
stop-and-go traffic, the regenerative braking can 
make driving even more efficient. 

While regenerative braking can handle a lot of 
speed reduction, EVs do also have traditional friction 
brakes. The software system ensures a safe engage-
ment of the traditional brakes as needed. 

What kind of tires do EVs have? 
EVs typically come with low-rolling resistance tires 

that help extend their range while still providing as-
sured handling. These typically do not cost more to 
replace than comparable regular tires. 

Why do EVs seem to have strange wheel 
choices? 

Aerodynamics. Well-designed EVs try to reduce 
aerodynamic drag as much as possible to maximize 
their range. Wheels designed to smooth the air flow 
around the car can make a noticeable contribution to 
range in most EVs. 

What about a transmission? 
Volkswagen EVs don’t have a traditional multi-gear 

transmission and don’t need them; the motor con-
nects with the wheels via a single-speed gearbox. You 
can set different driving modes that offer either more 
sporty acceleration, or those that can help save en-
ergy and are designed to extend your vehicle’s range 
in many cases. 

 
Saving 

Do EVs really reduce carbon dioxide com-
pared to gas vehicles?  

Yes, they can over time, especially when they use 
renewable energy sources. 

While EVs do require slightly more energy to build, 
they can make up that CO2 deficit and then some 
over their useful lifetimes. Exactly how much less 
CO2 emissions driving an electric vehicle results 
when compared to driving a gasoline-powered vehi-
cle depends on the source of the electricity the owner 

uses for charging, which varies by geographic region. 
In many places, electric grids are converting to more 
CO2-free sources — such as solar and wind — and as 
that trend continues, the CO2 benefits of EVs will 
grow. But even at today’s mix of energy sources in 
the United States, electric vehicles can have a CO2 
benefit, as most emissions are lower for electricity 
generation than burning gasoline. 

Do electric vehicles cost more or less than 
comparable internal combustion engine ve-
hicles? 

Electric vehicles typically have higher MRSPs than 
comparable gas-powered vehicles due to the expense 
of batteries. That said, many electric vehicles, includ-
ing the upcoming Volkswagen ID.4, qualify for gov-
ernment incentives, such as a potential U.S. federal 
tax credit of up to $7,500. They can also be cheaper 
to run, as the cost of charging is generally lower than 
the cost of gas to drive a comparable distance. Plus 
there are fewer parts that need servicing (i.e., no 
more oil changes), which can result in lower sched-
uled maintenance costs. Depending on how long you 
own the car and how much you drive, these lower 
costs may help offset an EV’s initial higher purchase 
price. 

Volkswagen’s strategy to make electric vehicles for 
millions involves driving down the cost of the com-
ponents, including batteries, by building EVs at a 
global scale. 

How much does it cost to charge an EV? 
If you’re at home, your EV recharging costs are 

based on your electric rates. In some places, EV own-
ers can get special programs from their electric utili-
ties that offer special discounts for charging at night 
or during off-peak times. The current U.S. average 
price of residential electricity is 13 cents per kilo-
watt-hour; at that rate, a full recharge of most EVs 
today would cost less than $10. 

Public chargers range from free to more expensive 
than home charging for DC fast charging, depending 
on their power levels and networks. In general, 
charging your EV is still less expensive than filling up 
a tank of gasoline. VWCA

EVs



VW AUTOIST        17

☯

By Cliff Leppke *leppke.cliff@gmail.com

W
ould you drive a 1983 VW Scirocco four-plus 
hours for half-a-cup of ice cream? I did. My 
dairy treat stand wasn’t a drive-in or other 

road-side attraction. Instead, it was a Mayo Clinic 
post-op in Rochester, Minnesota.  

This might be the most expensive taste of a vanilla-
flavored dairy treat in my lifetime. The cost, how-
ever, wasn’t the drive or the price of the little dab of 
frozen cafeteria-grade bliss. No, sir, I arrived at Mayo 
because I was in a major jam, one requiring an ad-
vanced surgical team to fix. 

Shortly after I 
rang in 2020, a 
routine dental 
exam revealed 
something 
wrong. Three-
quarters of my 
mandible weren’t 
visible on an X-
ray. A large cyst 
caused the jaw to 
resorb and my 
teeth to shift. A 
fracture was likely. So, the Medical College of Wis-
consin’s Advanced Care Center immediately took my 
case. Surgeons performed a biopsy and then planned 
surgery. Things went from bad to worse. First, a 
COVID-19 related shutdown caused a delay. Second, 
the MCW’s clinic closed, displacing its students and 
professors. My menders were gone.  

This led me to Mayo. One of its surgeons looked at 
my medical records, thought this situation was his 
bailiwick, and pronto I got a call. A staffer said my 
surgery was set for Friday, July 31. Wham. In less 
than a week, I had to exit Milwaukee, work, home 
and all and motor to Rochester.  

That’s the four-hour drive part. I added additional 
time trekking to the Twin Cities. There, I moved in 
with my veterinarian sister, Barb, for the coronavirus 
quarantine and eventual trip back to Rochester via 
my brother, Mark, who also lives in the Cities. FYI: I 
should have nursed my recovery longer. My sister 

knows how to whip up savory and nutritious soups 
and smoothies — just saying. And she keeps me en-
gaged with daily crossword puzzles.  

Because this situation bites. And it hurts, so why 
not drive to the clinic in my 1983 Wolfsburg Edition 
Scirocco? Leather seats, leather-wrapped steering 
wheel, leather-clad shifter and no cruise control. It’s 
got power mirrors, though. It makes you smile, even 
if your face is swollen. It’s been my traveling com-
panion since 1988, and I just knew it wouldn’t let me 
down. Plus, I enjoyed the revived air conditioner’s 

chill — worked 
like a champ — 
and put my 
hands on a rat-
tle-free manual 
steering due to a 
new lower col-
umn bearing. 
Sweet. 

A Scirocco 
might not be 
your idea of an 
iconic VW. Yet, I 

find this wedge of welded metal, atop four 14-inch 
Michelin MXV4 tires, propelled by 90 mighty horses 
distinctly Teutonic. If the Beetle were old reliable, 
this one’s been surprisingly faithful. Each year since I 
bought this car, it’s taken me on motoring 
marathons. One excursion meant a trip to Florida 
and then to New Mexico and a return to Milwaukee. 
Others were to Albuquerque for sunny springtime 
breaks from Milwaukee’s moody skies.  

More recently, it’s to visit my folks who live in 
North Dakota. I never expected my Mars red ride to 
become a mobile medical device. As 340,000 miles 
rolled by on its odometer on my return to Milwaukee 
from Minneapolis, I felt a sense of comfort — the car 
is quieter than you’d think — loafing along the inter-
state in a VW that keeps on giving. It’s worth every 
penny I put into it. It’s been said you should put your 
money where your mouth is. This year that saying 
has a new twist — soft-serve style. VWCA  

LONG DRIVE, TASTY TREAT



 

RHODE ISLAND 
EAST PROVIDENCE: SCOTT VW, 777 TAUNTON AVE., 401-438-
5555 
WAKEFIELD: SPEEDCRAFT VW, 104 OLD TOWER HILL RD., 401-
783-3304 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
SPARTANBURG: VIC BAILEY VW, 2671 REIDVILLE ROAD, 864-585-
2492 

TEXAS 
AMARILLO: STREET VW OF AMARILLO, 8707 PILGRIM DR., 806-
350-8999, streetvw.com, P-20 A-20 L-20 AC 
ARLINGTON: RANDY HILEY VW OF ARLINGTON, 1400 TECH CEN-
TRE HWY., 817-575-6100, AC 
AUSTIN: CHARLES MAUND VW, 6900 BURNET RD., 512-458-
1111, P-10 A-10 L-10 

HOUSTON: ARCHER VW, 10400 SOUTHWEST FREEWAY, 713-272-
1700 
KILLEEN: AUTOMAX VW, 3301 E. CENTRAL TEXAS EXPY, 254-699-
2629, P-15 A-20 L-10 
SAN ANTONIO: NORTH PARK VW, 21315 W. INTERSTATE 10, 800-
611-0176, P-10 A-10 L-10 

UTAH 
SALT LAKE CITY: STRONG VW, 1070 S. MAIN ST., 801-596-2200, 
P-15 A-15 L-10 AC 

VIRGINIA 
ALEXANDRIA: ALEXANDRIA VW, 107 W. GLEBE RD., 703-684-
8888, alexandriavw.com, P-12.5 A-12.5 L-12.5 AC 
FAIRFAX: FAIRFAX IMPORTS, 11050 MAIN ST., 703-273-6700, P-
15 A-15 L-15 AC 
RICHMOND: WEST BROAD VW, 9001 W. BROAD ST., 804-270-
9000 
ROANOKE: FIRST TEAM VW, 6900 PETERS CREEK RD., 540-366-
4830 

STAUNTON: VALLEY VW, 314 LEE-JACKSON HWY., 540-213-6800 
VIENNA: STOHLMAN VW, 8433 LEESBURG PIKE, 703-893-2990 

WASHINGTON 
AUBURN: AUBURN VW, 3109 AUBURN WAY NORTH, 888-528-
5280 
BELLINGHAM: ROGER JOBS VW, 2200 IOWA ST., 360-734-5230 
KIRKLAND: VW OF KIRKLAND, 12612 NE 124TH ST., 415-898-
2500, P-10 A-10 L-10 ($200 MAX) 
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VW, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 206-634-
3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 
SPOKANE VALLEY: AUTO NATION VW SPOKANE, 10006 E. 
SPRAGUE AVE., 509-892-2240 

WEST VIRGINIA 
SOUTH CHARLESTON: JOE HOLLAND VW, 210 MAC CORKLE AVE. 
SW, 304-744-1561, P-10 A-10 L-10 

WISCONSIN 
MADISON: ZIMBRICK VW OF MADISON, 1430 N. STOUGHTON 
ROAD, 608-241-5201, P-10 A-10 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Dealers and businesses listed here are friends, and we hope you will patronize them whenever 

possible. They are soliciting your business and will do all they can to satisfy you. 

Several companies offer discounts to VWCA members showing valid membership cards. Dis-

counts are shown next to the dealer’s phone number. P-15, A-10, L-5 means a 15 percent dis-

count on parts, a 10 percent discount on accessories and a 5 percent discount on labor. AC 

means dealers service air-cooled VWs.  

Because service and parts advisers may not be familiar with the discount offered, it might 

be helpful to show a copy of the AUTOIST and VWCA membership card when  

requesting the discount.

FRIENDS OF OUR CLUB 

VW DEALERS
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SUPPORT THE DEALERS  
WHO SUPPORT VWCA

CALIFORNIA 
BURLINGAME: AUDI BURLINGAME, 1010 CADILLAC WAY, 650-
348-0111 
ELK GROVE: ELK GROVE VW, 9776 W. STOCKTON BLVD., 916-405-
2650, P-10 A-10 L-1 

COLORADO 
FORT COLLINS: ED CARROLL MOTOR CO., 3003 S. COLLEGE AVE., 
970-226-3000, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 

CONNECTICUT 
DANBURY: DANBURY VW, 29 SUGAR HOLLOW RD., 203-744-
5201, P-10 A-10 L-10 

FLORIDA 
JACKSONVILLE: VOLKSWAGEN OF ORANGE PARK, 7220 BLAND-
ING BLVD., 904-269-2603, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC 

INDIANA 
LAFAYETTE: MIKE RAISOR IMPORTS, 1701 SAGAMORE PKWY S, 
765-446-1849 

MICHIGAN 
FARMINGTON HILLS: SUBURBAN VW OF FARMINGTON HILLS, 
37911 GRAND RIVER, 248-471-0800, P-5 A-5 L-5 
KALAMAZOO: MAPLE HILL VW, 5622 W. MAIN ST., 269-342-6600 
MUSKEGON: VW OF MUSKEGON, 1860 E. STERNBERG RD., 231-
799-2886 

MISSOURI 
KANSAS CITY: MOLLE VW, 808 W. 103RD ST., 816-941-9500 

OHIO 
COLUMBUS: BYERS IMPORTS, 401 N. HAMILTON RD., 614-864-
5180, P-10 A-10 L-10 
DAYTON: WHITE-ALLEN EUROPEAN AUTO, 648 N. SPRINGBORO 
PIKE, 937-291-6000 

PENNSYLVANIA 
LEESPORT: AUDI READING, 2746 BERNVILLE ROAD (RT. 183), 
610-777-6500, AC 

WASHINGTON 
SEATTLE: UNIVERSITY VOLKSWAGEN, 4724 ROOSEVELT WAY NE, 
206-634-3322, P-10 A-10 L-10 

CANADA 
MARKHAM, ONTARIO: AUDI UPTOWN, 4080 HIGHWAY 7 EAST, 
905-513-8820, P-10 A-10 L-10 

ARIZONA 
PRESCOTT: PRESCOTT IMPORT CAR SERVICE, 710 RUTH ST., 928-

778-9305, L-5, INDEPENDENT SERVICE FACILITY 
CALIFORNIA 

PLACENTIA: MOORE PARTS SOURCE, mooreparts.com, 714-666-
6688, ONLINE-ONLY PARTS 
SANTA BARBARA: TOP SHOP AUTOMOTIVE, 177 S. PATTERSON 
AVE., 805-964-6554, topshopautosb.com, P-10 A-10 L-10 (NOT 
COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFER), GENERAL AUTO REPAIR 
 

ILLINOIS 
EVERGREEN PARK: BEETLE CRAFT SPORT TUNING, 9535 S. PU-
LASKI RD., 708-422-7548, AC, REPAIR & RESTORATION 
OAK LAWN: G&H IMPORT AUTO PARTS, 9734 S. CICERO AVE., 
708-422-9272, PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

KENTUCKY 
LOUISVILLE: IMPORTDOKTOR, 1387 LEXINGTON RD., 502-584-
3511, importdoktor.com, AUTO REPAIR & BODY SHOP 

MASSACHUSETTS 
NORTH WEYMOUTH: MURPHY BROTHERS, 547 BRIDGE ST., 781-
335-5000, INDEPENDENT DEALER 

MICHIGAN 
MILLINGTON: BARNUM'S BUG BARN, 7693 VASSAR ROAD, 989-
871-9880, AC 
WATERFORD TOWNSHIP: MUNK'S MOTORS, 3080 W. HURON ST., 
248-681-8081, munks.com, AC, INDEPENDENT REPAIR SHOP 

NEW YORK 
WATERLOO: SELECT EUROCARS, 0685 WATERLOO-GENEVA RD., 
315-789-2200, P-10 A-10 L-10 AC, INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST IN 
VW & AUDI AUTOMOBILES 

WISCONSIN 
GLENDALE: MOFOCO ENTERPRISES, 4170 N. LYERLL AVE., 800-
558-8955, VW PERFORMANCE PARTS 

RHODE ISLAND 
SOUTH KINGSTOWN: M & T MANUFACTURING, 30 HOPKINS LANE, 
401-789-7720

VW AUTOIST        21

☯

OTHERS

AUDI DEALERS



22    VW AUTOIST

☯

The Frontdriver
BY RICHARD G. VANTREUREN *rgvant@juno.com

On pickups and electricity 

A
t times it sure seems our beloved Wizards of 
Wolfsburg don’t seem to be devoting much cra-

nial capacity to innovations for the American market. 
Likewise, accountants are convinced that tooling for 
a pickup (already demonstrated buildable on the 
same Chattanooga assembly line as Atlas) will not 
make profitable inroads against the dominate truck 
brands in our market. Oddly, my Cub Cadet “tractor” 
(riding lawn mower) recently threw a serpentine 
belt, which set off a string 
of actions — and then 
lightbulbs in my mind — 
powered by the internet. 

Online VW forums, such 
as VW Vortex, known for 
leaking spy photos of a 
new facelift, also attract 
eyeball time with hints of 
real innovations coming 
out of the VW Empire. In 
recent decades these won-
ders are seldom for the U.S., of course, so when the 
online headline “Electric Amarok!” hit my screen, I 
didn’t have to still my beating heart, even with the 
fancy graphic. 

Anywhere but here, most likely; I actually saw my 
first Amarok in St. Petersburg, Russia, that Argen-
tine-built VW likely circling the planet without ever 
touching down in the U.S. An electric variant would 
seem to have even less snowball’s chance here than 
the discontinued e-Golf (485 units sold through the 
first six months this year) or Super Bowl-advertised 
ID. Buzz … i.e., don’t hold your breath.   

VW’s standard MEB platform underpinning the 
long-promised e-VWs would challenge adaptation to 
a pickup. Yet VW’s Thomas Ulbrich, head of electric 

mobility, told Autoblog, “By making this technology 
more and more robust, an Amarok-type of car would 
be BEV (battery-electric vehicle).”  

Replacing the Cub’s serpentine belt led to the 
mower deck’s center pulley and drive shaft tearing it-
self to pieces. Why fix the 35-year-old Cub, I thought, 
so I checked into the smallest “real” tractors, i.e. with 
power takeoff. Price difference from high end riding 
mower to lowest end tractor with mower deck? 
$12,000.  

OK, so, while I awaited 
for parts to fix the Cub, I 
chanced to remember an 
initial positive spin on the 
promise of electric cars 
being more “green.” Their 
batteries could absorb in-
termittent renewable ener-
gies and feed them back 
into the grid on demand 
while the cars sit idle 
(which is most of the 

time).  So, if foreseen as beneficial for the global pic-
ture, why would it not be practical right here at 
home? 

We’ve long had electric lawnmowers — and sure 
enough, the internet shows at least one startup ab-
sorbing taxpayer funds to make a “green” tractor. 
(Care is taken to show the prototype in front of a 
solar cell farm, lest the image of pollution simply 
being shifted back to the coal-fired power plant.) So, 
like at least one electric riding mower currently 
being offered, there is no technological reason a 
small e-tractor with real power takeoff could not be 
feasible.  

A recent hurricane reminded us of the long-dreamt 
fantasy of a solar farm that would keep the home 

Electric Amarok! ... Oh, just calm down, people. 
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humming when a hurricane knocked down the lines 
and hawkers claiming sales of excess power back into 
the grid would be paying for the panels in a few 
short decades. Recently, ads bring in the “prepper” 
angle, showing their hang-on-the-wall battery pack 
powering the house after some disaster or loss. So, 
with the battery being the largest part of the invest-
ment, why not just use the e-tractor’s battery for that 
rarely needed hurricane backup?   

That brings us back to e-VWs. The considerable 
battery capacity needed to power an accessorized au-
tomobile the hoped-for 300 miles would keep house-
hold essentials humming for many blackout days, of 
course. But even where the grid is invincible, pro-
gressive utilities could conceivably offer payback via 
off-peak charge/high-demand sellback.  

(Our Florida Power & Light currently offers credit 
if one allows installation of a hot water tank element 
cut-off that creates a reduction of demand at peak 
times.) 

If available subsidies allow one to go greener by 
adding solar cells, you’d get more than bragging 
rights and payback might be even shorter. For VW 
not to take advantage of what is so obvious is un-
thinkable; we need not worry about inverter losses or 
such scaring them off. 

However, will BEV tech finally allow a profitable 
VW Pickup for the U.S.?  

Rivian, a Michigan-based EV startup getting finan-
cial support from Ford, announced earlier this year 
that it’s pushing back the release of its first two all-
electric vehicles, a pickup and an SUV.  

And Rivian’s plan with Ford for a Lincoln-branded 
BEV SUV is on hold. But work on an “alternative ve-
hicle” will continue, officials say.  

VW’s Ulbrich admitted, “We are looking at what Ri-
vian is doing, because normally it is difficult to be-
lieve that a car like the Amarok, for example, could 

be electrified.”  
If this Rivian con-

cept, at left, looks 
like a Ford Ranger 
made to appear ex-
otic, small wonder. 
What’s the point of 

tooling up for another Tesla Cybertruck?   
What gives me hope is 2018’s agreement between 

Ford and VW to make a joint Ranger pickup. While 
(of course) not for the U.S., such agreements have 
actually produced real products in the past. (I spot-
ted the Toyota Hi-Lux rebadged as a VW overseas.)   

If market conditions lead Wolfsburg number- 
crunchers to conclude an e-VW-Ranger is profitable, 
the Rivian would have paved the way for even the 
least imaginative accountant.  

Our yard is so overgrown, so our home looks aban-
doned, Getting the parts and mowing a path out has 
priority over any scheme to obtain (or build) an e-
tractor this year. Likewise any thoughts of eventually 
having only one auto replacing our beloved Touareg, 
Mr. T, and our beautiful Eos will wait.  

However, with the possibility of this milestone in-
vestment also offering additional flexibility as well as 
possible payback, we have had a major attitude ad-
justment. An e-VW, even if one has to do a private 
import from overseas to obtain the right vehicle, 
seems much closer to practicality. 

 
Hydrogen, revisited 

I’ve already vented my frustration over most zero-
emission auto efforts ignoring hydrogen fuel, as 
BMW demonstrated nearly a quarter-century ago 
(AUTOIST No. 
506).  

The recent 
announce-
ment of Hy-
perion’s XP-1 
– 1,000 mile 
range, 0-60 
in 2.2 seconds, water vapor exhaust – probably won’t 
deter Volkswagen from producing more W-16 Bugatti 
Veyrons. However, this writer’s book first advocated 
hydrogen fuel for airships, finally coming to pass 
now with the perfection of the reversible fuel cell. 
Nel Hydrogen’s recent substitution of iron for expen-
sive vanadium in the fuel cell might mean the auto in 
your garage not only accepts power off-peak and 
sells it back high-demand, but actually produces its 
own fuel from water while waiting. VWCA
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Casual Collector
BY STEVE MIERZ *CommonGear@aol.com

Strange days  
Besides cars themselves, another of my hobbies is 

maintaining a calendar of local Connecticut shore-
line-area antique auto events, under Shoreline An-
tique Auto Connection 
(shorelineantiqueautoconnection.com). 

But unless you’re living in a bubble — and that ac-
tually doesn’t sound so appealing — the pandemic 
has turned almost everyone’s life upside-down in 
some way, and that includes car-club events. Up until 
this spring, updating the calendar has generally been 
a relaxing and fun pursuit. It’s been a scramble to 
keep it updated.  

Among the biggest frustrations are for those in-
volved in bigger shows that require a significant 
level of pre-planning, such 
as the AACA Eastern Divi-
sion Fall Meet at Hershey, 
Pennsylvania, in early Octo-
ber — an event that’s as old 
as the VWCA, founded in 
1955.  

It’s going to feel odd not 
making our annual Hershey 
pilgrimage this year, be-
cause, like many other 
shows, it’s been canceled. 
Also canceled was a big col-
lie dog enthusiast event in 
mid-August in New Jersey, 
so we, including our 4-year-
old collie Finn, missed that 
one, too. 

Yet several smaller, more 
informal-type car events 
have proceeded, and I’ve 
tried to get out to a few of 

those whenever I can, often just as a spectator. (A 
through-the-grapevine  method of spreading the 
word via Facebook seems to have been working ef-
fectively). The occasional birthday drive-by style 
events also happen, another way for old-car folks to 
get out there and enjoy some spirit of community 
that we’ve missed this year.  

Some car clubs are also organizing tours to replace 
static events, and I’ve found that if you get there 
early to the staging location for whatever tour, you 
can still have some fun walking around and checking 
out the cool rides. 

For our own family situation, a significant update 
this year is that our daughter has finally entered 
the working world now that she’s earned her phar-

Diane Mierz (in hat) discusses her 1965 Porsche 356 convertible with fellow 356 clubbers during an infor-

mal coffee run on a June Saturday morning in Guilford, Connecticut.
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macy degree. She accepted a residency position in 
Maine and moved there in June, driving her newly 
acquired Toyota RAV4 (a super-low mileage cream-
puff 2019 Adventure edition, of which I’m very 
jealous!).  

The family’s 2003 Buick LeSabre that she had been 
driving for the past four years or so became surplus, 
and we were able to sell it. And our son, who’s three 
years older, recently purchased his first house, in a 
nearby town. There’s no greater satisfaction that a 
parent can have than to see their kids become self-
sufficient. 

 
Porsche update 

Diane’s ’65 Porsche finally came back in June from 
a winter-long total engine rebuild, and she is VERY 
pleased about that. She’s still working with the top-
notch vintage Porsche-specialty tuning house in west-
ern Connecticut on getting the car fully sorted out, 
with regard to final carb tuning, but it’s close, and 
she’s super-psyched to be able to have some fun driv-
ing it once again!  

So far we’ve been out and about with it on a pic-
nic, a breakfast coffee run with some of the other 
local Shoreline-area 356ers, and also a unique self-
directed ice cream rally and scavenger hunt (another 
car club invention in the age of the coronavirus, de-
signed to get folks out in their cars while still main-
taining social distancing). 

Since the Porsche returned home, I haven’t been 
driving old VWs much lately. I volunteered to stick 
my ’70 Convertible Bug farther into the garage, so 
she could have better access to both the Porsche and 
her ’63 Ghia. I’m going to have to watch for opportu-
nities to get the ’70 outside for some driving. The ’60 
Sunroof Bug is also sitting deeper inside the garage, 
and so I’m going to have to make an effort to get that 
one outside again eventually also.  

Going for rides with Diane, as a passenger in either 
her Porsche or her Ghia, has not exactly been a hard-
ship, though!  

Wishing one and all good health and hopefully a 
return to some level of normalcy for our daily lives 
sooner rather than later. Talk to you again next 
time! VWCA 

‘One-Adam-12, respond to  

a Beetle burning rubber’  

I
f you’re an old-VW fan forced to quarantine and 
are running out of things to watch, then you’ve 

got a ticket to your own health-department ap-
proved auto show. Just try “Adam-12” on Me TV. 
The latter is often a digit sub-channel of a net-
work-affiliated broadcaster.  

This late-1960s/early-1970s TV show presents 
lots of Bugs and Buses in rear-projection films 
used for 
cruiser se-
quences. 
Spotting 
Bugs is in-
toxicating. 
They’re 
everywhere. 
Walnuts on 
wheels are 
easily spied even when the background is 
blurred.  

Usually, the actor-officers ride inside a vehicle. 
They’re in a studio with film projection of moving 
street scenes creating the illusion of driving. 
Sometimes “12” uses LA location scenes, others 
are on the studio’s lot. 

While studio settings and faux police-car driv-
ing look corny, re-reviewing midcentury footage 
of LA roadways, scores of VWs and loud commer-
cial architecture are riveting. — Cliff Leppke
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Clubs continue to lie low due to virus     

W
e’ve always said that participation in local chap-
ter activities is a huge part of  “enjoying your 

VW to the fullest.” It has been difficult this year due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic. After a long winter of in-
activity, we’re all eager to get our VWs shined up and 
ready for the show season. Here’s how some of our 
local chapters are coping. 
 BADGER FUNCLUB, MILWAUKEE:  The annual Memorial 
Day Campout went smoothly before the tightest of 
restrictions for the COVID-19 pandemic were put 
into place. Other events were canceled due to social-
distancing guidelines, but the Labor Day Campout is 
still on – so far. Meanwhile, members are urged to 
take their cars out for a short cruise periodically to 
keep them in top shape during the idle months. 
 NORTHEAST ILLINOIS VOLKSWAGEN ASSOCIATION, LISLE:  
The pandemic has taken its toll on the NIVA folks, 
with most of their major shows and events canceled. 
Even the annual Independence Parade was canceled, 
even though the parade units could easily keep their 
distance. Not so with parade-watchers along the 
route – maybe next year. At least one road cruise 
kept members occupied and the “Superdawg Inva-
sion” was still planned for late August. 

 STATELINE VOLKS FOLKS, ROCKFORD, ILL.:  Stateline’s an-
nual Vintage Picnic was scaled down to just that, a 
picnic without the usual car show, awards and draw-
ings. The event is held in a city park, and some local 
restrictions were in place. Meanwhile, members were 
able to take in the shows at a local drive-in movie 
theater (yes, there are a few still operating). This al-
lowed socializing while maintaining a safe distance. 

Check our website, VWClub.org, for listings of 
these and other future events. Now more than ever, 
you’ll need to check for the latest updates there – 
and even some events that were announced too late 
to make the AUTOIST publication schedule. And if 
your local chapter is planning an event, contact us at  
VWclub@aol.com and we’ll post it on our site. We’re 
waiting to hear from you! 

Finally, this column is in need of a member to com-
pile the activities of our local chapters and send them 
bimonthly to the AUTOIST editor. You’ll find it fun to 
learn about the clever and innovative events devel-
oped by our local chapters and share them with 
other members. If you’re the one, contact VWCA at 
VWClub@aol.com or directly to the AUTOIST editor at 
VWAutoist@icloud.com. We’re waiting to hear from 
you!  VWCA 

Local Volks
Activities of VWCA affiliates

VWClub.org
Add value to your VWCA membership by registering at VWClub.org to 
take advantage of discounts on exclusive Club Store merchandise and 
to renew your membership, using either PayPal or your credit card.
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turned their cameras off immediately after 
their live hits, causing much ruckus.  

I racked up lots of overtime with this cam-
era. On the Caddy shoot, the reason for extra 
hours wasn’t my titillating talent at a videog-
rapher, instead it was the mechanically or 
electronically challenged Cadillac. The dealer’s 
staff couldn’t start this showroom dud. That 
foiled the plan to drive this chariot to a nearby 
park for glamour shots. What you must under-
stand was the client’s penchant for the fancy 
wire-wheel package on this stubborn standard 
of excellence. Those wheels were everything. 

So, I waited at the park’s lagoon where tim-
ing was everything. The sun’s angle was 
key to the rich amber tones and soft 
shadows I wanted. If the car ar-
rived, I’d capture video of the ve-
hicle’s long exterior and then a 
trick shot through the front doors, 
which framed the shapely pond. 
The magic required smooth pans, 
zooms and focusing performed at 
various speeds. The special thing that set this project 
apart was light bouncing. I placed large white cards 
and aluminum foil-like reflectors strategically. This 

let natural light fill in 
wheel arches and in-
terior bits. I put talc 
on the tires to further 
define my composi-
tion. 

Eventually, a DeV-
ille with wire wheels 
arrived. The client 
viewed my work via a 
TV monitor. The sta-
tion recorded the 
video via a microwave 
feed. We edited the 
commercial later at 
the station.  

My next local car commercial was an-
other early ’80s disaster on wheels: 
a Fiat Strada, an Italian work of 
art for art’s sake — mirror hous-
ings and door handles were geo-
metrically stylish but not 

ergonomic. This lost cause re-
mained in our studios for days, as if 

it were unsellable. After that, I made friends 
with a 4WD Toyota Tercel wagon — sort of a 

crossover before we called them crossovers. My co-
workers thought this Toy was goofy due to its asym-
metrical styling. Its wagon-like environ made sense 
to me — although the altimeter was overkill. But this 
modestly powered Toy had an extra-low gear.  

You might wonder how I got from, say, high school 
to TV station video pro. The answer is simple: Milwau-
kee Area Technical College. It owned two public TV 
station channels with studios and production facilities. 
I enrolled in the college’s electronic technology com-
munications program, where I focused on communica-
tion electronics. To get a degree, I learned TV 
production lingo and mastered camera, tape ma-
chines, audio boards, microphones and video switch-
ing. I didn’t take quickly to studio camera work — a 
klutz really. And that didn’t bother me because I did-
n’t plan to work for a TV station. Things change. 

Yet, it was my TV station experience that mattered 
the most. For example, Ev O’Hara, whose technical » 

DRIVER’S SEAT
uFROM PAGE 3

Cliff Leppke, a regular AUTOIST contrib-

utor since 1993, has upgraded his 

wheels since getting his first car in 

the early ’60s. 

1981 Cadillac Coupe DeVille
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college courses I never took, taught me a lot. We 
shared an interest in bicycles. This common passion 
led him to recommend me for a student employee 
position in the station’s traffic department. Traffic 
generated the broadcast logs or rundowns for station 
on-air operations. This department also edited in-
coming 16mm films for broadcast, a task I quickly 
learned to love. In addition, I screened all incoming 
films, too. I got an eyeful watching a foreign film fes-
tival, which we aired for college credit. This revved 
up my interest in arthouse cinema.  

Because Ev taught film-camera photography, we 
struck a deal. I’d trade him a Schwinn bike frame for 
a Braun Paxette, a 35mm rangefinder camera. And 
he’d teach me how to use it. Some of the skills I 
learned from my time at MATC and working at TV 
stations informs how I photograph the vehicles you 
see in the AUTOIST.  

Currently, I use a digital SLR and an aftermarket 
zoom lens. I use filters to reduce glare on, say, wind-
shields, tweak the sky’s blueness and force shallower 
depth of field to blur backgrounds. The results are 
mixed, as affordable photography gear just doesn’t 
ape the professional items I use for TV.  

The other problem is me. My first 2020 Golf S pho-
tography session went bung because I forgot the SD 
card. I didn’t notice this until after about an hour of 
snapping photos. Darn, I had to return on a weekday 
to reclaim what I lost. Then, Milwaukee’s lakefront 
patrol intruded, prompted by workers who didn’t like 
my off-the-beaten path location.  

You always learn something when photographing 
cars — but mostly what doesn’t work, like a Cadillac 
Coupe DeVille.  

 
‘Virtual’ media events 

Carmakers host clambakes or less-expensive lunch-
eons as part of their larger publicity strategies. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, vehicle launches often 
take place online via Zoom. Here’s what’s happening 
at Dodge, Hyundai and Ford. The latter’s Transit van 
in RV dress takes the VW Campmobile idea into the 
21st century. 

Ford Transit shifts lineup toward passen-
ger vehicles: The 2020 Ford Transit is an Ameri-
canized version of its European van type. It’s offered 
in several configurations, including a Crew Van with 
seating for five and storage room in the back — sort 
of like a fully enclosed four-door pickup. VW will sell 
the next generation of this machine in markets out-
side of North America. Ford describes this van’s up-
dates — it was dewy fresh in 2015 — as minor, 
although several are noteworthy.  

The most popular engine is a V-6 (turbocharged 
optional) mated to a 10-speed automatic. You can 
get one with AWD. Optional front swiveling seats aid 
commercial vehicle use and make it a great RV build-
ing block. Lane-keep assist is part of the package, as 
it now has electric power steering. Options include 
radar cruise and blind-spot warning. You can order 
this setup as a cut-away chassis for a motor home. 

The V-6 has port and direct fuel injection, which 
Ford says improves fuel economy. Based on my work-
place experience, I doubt the passenger van version 
does much better than mid-teens. But that’s a lot bet-
ter than an Econoline V-8.  

Ford’s rep discussed differences between the Euro 
Transit and the American one. In Europe, the typical 
Transit has a diesel engine, manual transmission and 
AWD isn’t desired. He said studded tires are permit-
ted in Europe. In the USA, AWD has a higher take 
rate, the percentage of potential customers who se-
lect a specific option.  

DRIVER’S SEAT



VW AUTOIST        29

☯
Ford says van sales in 

2019 were the best in 
decades. It introduced an 
Adventure Van as a 
means to build retail 
sales to augment fleet 
purchases. Several firms 
convert this high-roof ve-
hicle into campers.  

Hyundai’s high 
fashion Venue: 
Hyundai’s e-meet fo-
cused on its pint-size 
front-drive Venue. This 
high hatchback has the currently 
fashionable lofty H-point, which de-
scribes where one’s hip is when 
seated. You sit higher than a typical 
sedan. Upright seating ekes out a tad 
more comfort in a small package. 
Hyundai says the Venue’s primary 
buyer(s) is a single female or empty 
nesters. It’s smaller than Kia’s Soul 
and the brand’s Kona. Its boxier 
styling means it’s about as roomy as 
the latter.  

Although its launch Denim Edition 
has playful colors and textures, its 
award-winning interior is rife with 
hard plastic. And the demo I drove a 
few weeks earlier had a cheapness  
about it. That’s difficult to accept 
when the MSRP hits $23,000. A 
manual transmission SE lists for less 
than $18,000, but Hyundai’s Mike 
Evanoff says the take rate is about 1 
percent — it’s a low-price come on 
for step-up models with what the 
brand calls an Intelligent Variable 
Transmission, or CVT with simulated 
shift points. A snow mode improves  
winter traction. Fuel economy should 
be good.  

In back, there’s a two-level load 
floor like the VW Golf’s. It offers 

multimedia touchscreen envy — 
eight inches of screen. That’s more 
than some pricier rides.  

While the Venue didn’t win me 
over, it’s an example of what’s hap-
pened to the subcompact hatchback. 
It’s grown taller. 

Dodge’s fish bowl concept: 
Which would you rather be: A small 
fish in a big bowl, or a big fish in a 
small one? Dodge wants to be the 
latter. 

Tim Kuniskis, global head of FCA 
cars, ran through a presentation on 
Dodge’s lineup and fielded journalist 
questions. High on the media must-
know list: Is Dodge going to survive? 
It sells two cars based on Mercedes-
enhanced LX platforms developed 
before ABC first aired “Desperate 
Housewives” — we’re talking the 
2005 model year.  

Dodge dumped its Journey 
crossover and its Caravan minivan. 
Besides the LX-based 
Challenger/Charger it offers the Du-
rango — a three-row variation of the 
Jeep Grand Cherokee.  

The secret to selling, according to 
Kuniskis, is unique cars. Dodge sort 
of does its own thing. Robustly pow-

A view via computer screen of Ford’s Transit. 
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ered models are still hanging in there. So, Dodge 
wows them with the SRT. He claims double-digit in-
creases for sales in the muscle-car segment, which is 
Dodge’s turf. And many who shop the $72,000 SRT 
Hellcat Widebody, end up with a $40,000 Scat Pack. 
Entry prices are about $10,000 less.  

In terms of market shares, Kuniskis claims FCA has 
58% of the full-size segment and comes in second 
with 27% of the standard specialty segment.  

In other words, three is company for Dodge. Each 
of its three models does something different. And its 
SRT versions get noticed. Customer engagement via 
thrill rides helps. Yet, Dodge’s future isn’t certain as 
the LX platform likely won’t meet corporate average 
fuel economy standards. Go Fish.  

Mustang Shelby Cobra GT500:You might call 
2020 the new golden era of muscle-car performance. 
Today’s hot ones can zip from zero to 60 mph, slow 
from 60 and corner at 1-g without sweating. This 
kind of performance exceeds anything Detroit dished 
out during the 1960s. Why even the brake rotors 
today appear larger than the wheels on the mightiest 
of 1960s Mustangs.  

Ford invited a group of motoring journalists to a 
regional track event at the Autobahn Country Club, 
south of Chicago, for a modern muscle-car lap dance 
of sorts. So, I hoofed my way there in my 1983 
Scirocco. Its vintage air conditioning coped with the 
steamy 90-degree weather. 

The Mustang is, or will be, 
Ford’s sole surviving auto in 
its American corral. And just 
as the folks at FCA revved up 
public awareness via 700-
plus horsepower 
Hellcat/Demon Challengers 
and Chargers, Ford whipped 
up the Shelby, juiced by a su-
percharged 760-hp V-8 mill 
as a topper.  

It isn’t like the original 
pony car. That one weighed 
about 2,600 pounds. In con-

trast, this one weighs 4,225 pounds. And it doesn’t 
have the 1965 Mustang’s attention-grabbing low base 
price — the MSRP is north of $70,000. With options, 
you can add perhaps $20,000 more to that tab. But it 
comes with a performance driving course. 

Ford builds the GT500 on the same assembly line 
used for lesser Stangs. And despite a lineup that in-
cludes a turbo four cylinder, a normally aspirated V-8 
and this high-performance steed, don’t expect a mas-
sive $10 million publicity campaign like the one that 
put 1964-65 Mustangs on newsstands and primetime 
TV. Ford’s spending a bundle on a different horse or 
horses — the relaunch of the Bronco.  

After arriving at the venue, the first step was hand 
sanitizer; the second was the face mask. Catered 
breakfast or lunch spreads weren’t possible, so Blue 
Oval offered packaged snacks and drinks. Plenty of 
H2O required.  

Ford divided us into three groups. Each went a dif-
ferent way through the event’s stages. This kept peo-
ple physically distant and provided time for wiping 
down helmets and fogging cars to prevent virus 
spread. After an intro, I headed with about five oth-
ers to Autobahn’s south track. The attraction was a 
line of GT500s — ready for parade laps. You follow 
the leader.  

I donned a helmet, harness and earphone, found a 
blue Shelby with white stripes and then dropped into 

DRIVER’S SEAT

Cobra in motion. 
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the saddle — a Recaro seat. Recaro’s rep pointed out 
the low H-point. Officials checked my straps, as I 
wasn’t wearing your typical lap/shoulder belt. Next, 
the lead driver confirmed I heard his instructions.  

The track is a technical course — many turns; one 
short straight. I spurred the low-profile Eaton super-
charged GT to 120 mph before pulling in the reins. 
The brakes are impressive. Alexanian, the PR Guy, 
says the massive SHW-made discs “float.” The iron 
friction ring mounts on radial stainless-steel pins cast 
into an aluminum pot called a hat. This permits the 
friction ring to expand radially during braking, re-
ducing thermal deformation.  

The seven-speed dual-clutch automated TREMAC 
gearbox worked well. 

In all, a very good drive. Ford says its performance 
car outdoes rivals for less. It’s got lots of gotcha hot 
stuff under its fastback silhouette. Jim Owens’ show 
and tell, at a nearby tent, presented a GT on a spit. 
There’s a differential cooler tucked under the rear 
bumper. Twenty-inch carbon fiber wheels pare un-
spring and rotational mass — a lot.  

When I was a kid, I wanted a Mustang. The public-
ity, including a book my dad snatched from the New 
York World’s Fair, telling the story of two children 
who went to Ford’s Rotunda, caught my imagination. 
However, when I finally got a car of my own, I bought 
a 1966 VW Beetle — the other 1960s automotive 
sales sensation — America’s slowest fastback. VWCA

Jim Owens with a COVID-19 disinfectant for the cars. 
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W
hen does my membership expire? The 
easiest way to know is to look on your 

membership card. It’s in the lower-right 
corner. 

If you can’t find your membership card, 
look at the mailing label on your latest AU-
TOIST. We’ve added it to the first line of the 
label, along with your membership number 
(circled on the illustration at right). 

The membership office mails out renewal notices 
to members about 45 days before the expiration 
date. This should allow time to plan for your next bill 
payment cycle, but because it happens only once a 
year, sometimes members overlook it. Although the 
renewal notice contains your new membership card, 
it is not validated until your payment is received. 

And please be aware that the renewal notice is ex-
actly that — a notice. We do not automatically renew 
your membership and charge to your credit card as 
some firms do. We do not have — nor do we want — 
your credit card information. 

If you don’t renew by your expiration date, you 
will receive a gentle reminder in the form of a 
brightly-colored “Bug You” card. You will still have 
time to renew without missing an issue of the AU-

TOIST if you act promptly. 
This will help club operations run smoothly and 

also ease the burden on the membership secretary, 
who is not only a member like you, but also an un-
paid volunteer. VWCA 

SHIFT OUT  
OF AUTOMATIC

Membership renewal requires 

selecting a few manual gears

With the VWCA’s Friends of Our Club, members 

can save money on parts, labor 

and accessories from affiliated 

Volkswagen dealers and inde-

pendent shops in the United 

States and Canada. Turn to the 

AUTOIST centerspread for more info. 

DON’T 
DISCOUNT 

THIS OFFER}
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Club Store



RATES: Free to VWCA members (including photos). Non-member 
rate is $5 for the first 35 words plus 15 cents per additional word. 
Photos are additional $5 each. Includes posting on VWClub.org 
with color photos. Advertisers must provide VWCA ID number or 
pay in advance. Ads may be edited to meet space limitations. Pho-
tos to be returned must be accompanied by a S.A.S.E. of appro-
priate size. Send to VWCA Classified Ads, P.O. Box 154, North 
Aurora, IL 60542. Ads requiring no payment can be emailed to 
VWClub@aol.com. 
 

FOR SALE: Used 1982 diesel head with manifold attached; expert 

rebuilt head, $1,000. Good 1977 used VW gas engine with auto-

matic transmission. 1969 Squareback VW engine to fit 911 Porsche. 

Contact Edgar Perry, 2540 Market Ave., San Pablo, CA 94806-

4542. 

FOR SALE: New and used Volkswagen parts, plus a 1974 Volkswa-

gen Super Beetle Baja California, clean title. Old VW Trends maga-

zines. Jose Pagan, Brooklyn, N.Y., (646) 431-4808 

FOR SALE: 1952-2009 VW Factory Shop Manuals: $29.95-$149.95. 

Aftermarket VW Shop Manuals (6 different publishers): $9.95-

$34.95. 1954-1979 VW Restoration Manual $37.95. Alex Voss, 4850 

37th Ave. So., Seattle WA 98118, (206) 721-3077 or toll free (888) 

380-9277. 

FOR SALE: Rebuild air-cooled VW 36 hp, 40 hp, 1600 single port, 

1600 dual port, custom 1835, 1915, Porsche 911 2.0, 2.2, 2.4, 2.7, 3.0, 

3.2 and custom 3108, 3.5, 3.6 liter engines by Wolfsburg and Zuf-

fenhausen trained builder. Call Volker Bruckmann, (760) 765-2149 

(CA). 
FOR SALE: Parts and accessories (new and used) for your Volkswa-
gen or Audi. Over 50 years of collecting VWs. Located on U.S.. 
Route 5 in Westminster, Vermont 05158  (802) 722-3180  

BACK AUTOIST ISSUES: Did you know that a limited number of 

copies of past AUTOIST issues are available from our Club Store? Get 

an extra copy of the one that featured your car in an article or just 

to complete your collection. Copies are $5 each including shipping 

and handling. Inquire about issues more than 20 years old. Order 

from Volkswagen Club of America, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 

60542-0154 or check for the most recent issues in our online Club 

Store at VWClub.org.

Classified Ads New Members
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uMOVING?  Please send your change to VWCA, P.O. Box 
154, North Aurora, IL 60542, or by email to 
VWClub@aol.com.

uLETTER-WRITERS:  We know, who sends letters — or even 
email — any more? But for members with an urge to share 
any pertinent automotive thoughts, we’re happy to print 
yours here. Send via email to VWAutoist@icloud.com or the 
other old-fashioned way: 621 E. Essex Ave., St. Louis MO 
63122.

ARIZONA: Gary Theriaque, Tucson 

ARKANSAS: Karman Dunn, Lowell 

FLORIDA: Sam Ergle, Parrish; Leslie K. Holst, Sarasota 

ILLINOIS: Tami Johnson, Lake Villa; John B. Stock, Mundelein; Kurt 

Schmelter, Wilmette 

MICHIGAN: Richard Dyer, Kimball 

NEW YORK: John A. Augustine, Whitesboro 

PENNSYLVANIA: Barry L. Duke, Selinsgrove 

WASHINGTON: Ronald Cummins, Everett 

WEST VIRGINIA: Michael Vojtasko, Shepherdstown 



Parting Shot
Landslide popularity

Don’t miss an issue
uMoving is hectic, but so is missing an issue of the AUTOIST. Bulk mailing of the publication doesn’t 

allow for forwarding, so it’s important to let us know your new address promptly. Check in with 

Lynida Tomlin, VWCA, P.O. Box 154, North Aurora, IL 60506. Or send an email to VWClub@aol.com.
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The Philadelphia-based Committee of Seventy, a nonpartisan, good-government group founded in 1904, did its patriotic duty in the state’s primary 

election earlier this year by helping collect more than 5,000 mail-in ballots from local voters using a red, white and blue 1991 Vanagon Westfalia. 

Before measures to combat the coronavirus were put into place, Pennsylvania had already decided to give voters the ability to vote by mail in this 

year’s primary election. However, in the wake of the pandemic, the response from voters was overwhelming; more than 1.8 million residents applied 

to vote via absentee ballot or by mail.  David Thornburgh, president of the committee, got a request from the city commissioners office to see 

whether committee members could put the Vanagon to work publicizing the ballot drop-off locations. “My thought was pretty simple: people would 

stop and spot this crazy red, white and blue van and think, well, this must be the right place to drop off my ballot,” Thornburgh said. Thornburgh 

has owned multiple VWs, including a 1985 Golf and two other “Westys” (a 1987 and 1988 model) before purchasing the Vanagon Westfalia in August 

2016. 
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